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¥ ormcr  Kesiaeiic  Has  

/ ^ ' 

Half  Of  Nation’s  History 

He  was  a little  moi^e  than  a year  old  when  the  United  States  | 
celebrated  its  Bicentennial  in  1876. 

Between  then  and  how,  102-year-old  Robert  Fulton  BrazCltpn 
^^h»s  seen  the  .enfolding  of  half  the  nation’s  history  £uid  has  traveled 
over  almost  all  the  country.  ^ 

Born  in  the  Hurricane  community  between  Milledgeville  and 
Saltillo  on  Nov.  24, 1874,  Bra:&elton  is  the  son  of  a Confederate  Army ' 
captain  and  a first  cousin  of  B.  G.  Brazelton,  who  wrote  the  1885 
“History  of  Hardin  County”.  ■ 

At  age  26,  he  moved  to  Arkansas,  worked  as  a printer  and; 
farmer  I rearing  four  sons  , and  four  daughters.  In  1943,  Brazelton 
moved,  to  Akron,  Ohio  and  worked  four  years  before  retiring. 

He  returned  to  work  in  1950  when  he  began  welding  in  a son’s 
welding  shop,  retiring  a second  time  in  1964  when  he  and  his  wife 
moved  to  Phoenix,  Ariz.  / . 

Over  the  years,  Brazelton  has  seen  “just  about  every  state  ini 
the  union  except  for  two  or  three  little  ones  up  in  the  Northeast.  I ' 
found  out  there’s  a whole  lot  of  beautiful  country  in  these  United 
States— I’ve  enjoyed  so  much  beautiful  stuff.” 

Although  he  is  generally  happy  and  healthy,  Brazelton’s  ad-; 
vancing  years  have  chipped  away  bit  by  bit.  His  hearing  isn’t  what; 
it  used  to  be  and  cataracts  removed  eight  years  ago  severely  limit; 
his  sight.  A few  months  ago  his  wife  died  at  age  91. 

Brazelton  is  proud  of  his  family,  which  has  stretched  to  its  fifth 
generation.  He  has  eight  children,  nine  grahdchildren^  2p  grea,t- 
grandchrldrCn^d  five  great-Vpea>grandchi&^  ' 
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Cumberland  Presbyterian  Publishing  House, 

1885. 
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In  the  preparation  of  this  little  book  our  aim  has  been  to 
present  things  in  a style  that  would  prove  a source  of  pleasure 
to  the  young  as  well  as  to  the  old. 

Notwithstanding  the  gathering  up  of  the  facts  contained  in 
this  book  has  cost  us  some  time  and  labor,  yet  it  has  proved  a 
source  of  great  pleasure. 

We  believe  the  youths  of  to-day  should  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  history  of  the  County  in  which  they  live,  as  well  as 
the  State;  and  with  this  idea  in  view,  we  have  been  proPipted 
to  write  the  present  work. 

In  order  to  appreciate  fully  the  blessings  and  advantages  of 
the  present  age,  it  is  necessary  to  study  the  pages  of  history 
and  compare  past  days  with  those  in  which  we  live.  History 
points  out  the  causes  of  improvement,  and  places  the  reader 
upon  a mental  platform  from  which  he  can  view  the  actions  of 
men  of  the  past;  it  points  out  the  past  errors  as  a warning  for 
the  actions  of  the  present;  and  it  is  also  in  itself  a species  of 
revelation,  which  shows  that  events,  though  they  seem  to  be 
fraught  with  evil  when  they  happen,  beheld  by  the  light  of 
history  in  after-years,  prove  to  have  been  kindest  blessings  in 
disguise. 

We  now  present  this  little  book  to  the  readers  of  Hardin 
County,  hoping  that  it  will  be  gladly  received ; and  if  such  be 
the  case,  our  labor  will  not  prove  ineffectual. 

B.  G.  B, 

S4LTILL0,  TeNN.,  1885. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Introductory. 


^^^|^REVIOU8  to  the  year  1815  the  part  of 


■A 

•p  j 


Tennessee  now  known  as  Hardin  County 
had  not  been  trod  by  the  white  man’s 
foot,  but  here  the  wild  Indians  made  their 
trails  in  search  of  fish  and  wild  animals, 
notwithstanding  the  plentifulness  of  game  that 
was  hunted  and  trapped  for  in  this  part  of  the 
State,  we  have  no  account  of  an  Indian  wigwam 
ever  being  seen  in  this  region.  The  Indians  that 
visited  here  lived  in  the  middle  part  of  the  State, 
and  came  here  only  to  load  themselves  with  furs 
and  wild  flesh,  and  then  return  to  their  homes  near 
Waynesboro,  where  many  of  them  owned  large 
farms. 
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Early  settlers  tell  us  that  the  bear,  wolf,  beaver, 
and  other  fur-bearing  animals  were  very  numerous. 
Wild  turkeys,  geese,  ducks,  and  many  other  wild 
fowls  were  very  plentiful  and  easily  apprehended. 
0 what  a paradise  for  the  savage  man  and  a habi- 
tation for  the  wild  animals! 

But  these  things  could  not  always  remain  so. 
There  must  be  some  one  to  till  the  soil  in  every 
land  if  possible.  Savageness  must  give  way  before 
civilization;  hunting-grounds  and  resorts  of  wild 
men  and  wild  beasts  must  sooner  or  later  be  sur- 
rendered to  civilized  men  to  be  converted  into 
fields  of  profit. 

In  the  year  1815  Col.  Joseph  Hardin,  with  a 
surveyor  and  chain-carriers,  came  down  from 
Roane  County,  Tennessee,  selected  and  surveyed 
two  thousand  acres  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Tennessee  River,  south  of  Cerro  Gordo.  The 
north-west  corner  of  this  land  was  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Mill  Branch,  which  empties  into  the  river  be- 
tween the  ferryboat  and  steamboat  landings  at 
the  above-named  town.  After  he  had  located 
his  land.  Col.  Hardin  cut  his  name  on  a birch- 
tree  that  stood  on  the  bank  of  the  river  at  the 
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mouth  of  Swift  Creek,  and  returned  to  his  home 
in  lioane  County  with  no  intention  of  ever  settling 
in  the  region  now  known  as  Hardin  County  him- 
self, but  only  selected  this  land  for  his  children. 

Col.  Hardin  served  as  colonel  through  the  Rev- 
olutionary War,  for  which  service  he  received  a 
land  warrant  calling  for  two  thousand  acres,  which 
he  laid  in  Hardin  County. 

This  old  man,  after  whom  Hardin  County  was 
named,  had  seven  sons  — James,  Gipson,  Amos, 
Benjamin,  Robert,  Second  Ben,  and  Second  Bob 
— and  one  daughter — Margaret — who  was  mar- 
ried to  Ninnean  Steele  before  he  came  to  this 
county. 

The  First  Ben  and  Boh  were  killed  by  the  In-  • 
dians  when  they  were  quite  young.  Afterward 
two  more  sons  were  horn,  and  were  named  Second 
Ben  and  Second  Bob,  after  their  brothers  that 
were  killed.  The  First  Ben  and  Bob  were  out 
playing  in  the  woods  when  the  Indians  came  on 
them.  Ben  was  taken  prisoner,  but  Bob  outran 
the  Indian,  and  was  shot  dead.  Soon  after  Col. 
Hardin  bought  Ben  back  from  the  Indians,  and  he 
stayed  at  home  about  two  years  and  ran  away,  and 
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as  he  was  never  heard  of,  he  was  supposd  to  have 
been  killed  by  the  Indians. 

Let  us  now  turn  to  the  next  chapter,  and  see 
the  first  move  made  to  establish  a colony  in 
Hardin  County  by  the  Hardins,  • Brazeltons,  and 
Goodens. 


CHAPTER  II. 


The  Departure — On  the  Boat. 


COMPANY  of  four  families,  numbering 
twenty-six  men,  women,  and  children, 
began  preparing  to  leave  for  a better  land 
in  the  spring  of  1816.  Part  of  the  com- 
pany was  to  travel  through  by  laud,  while  a 
few  were  to  go  down  the  river  on  a boat,  and 
take  their  goods  and  provisions  to  last  them  for 
one  year. 

About  the  7th  of  Jane  the  little  boat  moved  out, 
having  on  board  Solomon  Brazelton,  Miss  Sally 
Brazelton,  Joseph  Gooden,  and  his  wife.  They 
proceeded  down  the  river  until  they  arrived  at  the 
Muscle  Shoals,  where  they  hired  an  Indian  to  pilot 
the  boat  through.  This  they  were  obliged  to  do, 
for  no  one  but  the  red  man  knew  the  dangers  in 
this  rocky  channel.  The}^  passed  over  safely,  and 
continued  their  voyage  for  nearly  three  weeks 
down  a stream  where  the  white  man’s  boat  had 
never  floated  before,  whose  banks  were  not  lined 
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with  towns,  villages,  and  fine  farms,  as  now,  but 
all  was  silent  as  the  grave,  except  in  the  night- 
time, when  their  rest  was  disturbed  by  the  howl  of 
the  wolf  on  the  distant  hills,  or  the  scream  of  the 
panther  prowling  through  the  dense  forest.  Day 
after  day  they  traveled  on,  looking  at  the  mouth 
of  every  creek  they  saw  for  the  tree  with  Joseph 
Hardin’s  name  on  it,  where  they  were  to  land  and 
wait  for  the  company  that  were  traveling  by  land ; 
but  from  some  cause  they  failed  to  see  the  mouth 
of  Swift  Creek,  and  so  went  on  down  till  they 
came  to  the  mouth  of  Hardin’s  Creek.  Here  they 
decided  that  they  had  gone  far  enough,  and  ran 
their  boat  a short  distance  up  the  creek,  and  landed 
at  a place  where  Benjamin  Johnson’s  mill  once 
stood.  As  soon  as  the  boat  struck  the  bank  Miss 
Sarah  Brazelton  jumped  ashore  and  said,  “I  am 
going  to  be  the  first  white  woman  to  make  a 
track  in  this  wild  country  ! ” 


CHAPTER  III. 


T H,E  Trip  by  Land. 

?HE  company  that  came  through  by  land 
left  Roane  County  about  two  weeks  be- 
fore  the  boat  did.  They  were  John 


Brazelton  and  his  family — with  the  excep- 
tion of  Solomon  and  Sarah,  who  went  on 
the  boat — James  Hardin  and  family,  Joseph  Har- 
din, jr.,  and  family,  and  Mrs.  Elender  Thacker  and 
family — in  all  twenty-two  persons. 

They  proceeded  on,  with  their  horses  and  cattle, 
until  they  reached  Warren  County.  Here  they 
were  obliged  to  wait  four  weeks  for  John  Brazel- 
ton and  James  Hardin  to  attend  an  Indian  treaty 
near  the  Muscle  Shoals.  After  this  they  journeyed 
on  through  a roadless  country,  until  they  arrived 
on  the  head-waters  of  Hardin’s  Creek,  where  the 
cane  was  so  dense  that  it  seemed  almost  impossi- 
ble to  get  through;  but  these  new  settlers  were  not 
to  be  stopped,  and  so  took  time  to  cut  out  a road, 
and  traveled  on  down  the  creek  until  on  Monda}^ 
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July  15tli,  when  they  camped  at  what  is  now 
known  as  Crowder’s  Spring,  on  Hardin’s  Creek, 
seven  miles  from  the  river. 

In  the  evening  of  the  same  day  they  heard  the 
sound  of  a bugle  down  the  creek,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning  part  of  the  men  proceeded  in  the 
direction  of  the  sound,  and  found  the  boat  com- 
pany camped  on  the  creek  about  six  miles  below. 
Very  soon  they  all  united  at  Dr.  Altum’s  Spring, 
where  they  erected  a rude  log-cabin  fifteen  feet 
square.  This  was  the  first  house  built  in  Hardin 
County.  The  large  creek  here  they  called  Hardin’s 
Creek,  in  honor  of  Col.  James  Hardin. 

Colonel  Hardin  and  Solomon  Brazelton  served 
through  Jackson’s  war  in  the  South  against  the 
Creek  Indians  before  they  moved  here,  and  were 
in  the  battle  at  Horse-shoe  Bend,  where  six  hun- 
dred savages  were  slain,  and  at  Talladega  during 
the  winter  in  which  their  general  had  nothing  at 
one  time  but  acorns  to  feed  his  soldiers  upon. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


Genealogy  of  the  Settlers. 

BRAZELTOF'S  grandfather,  whose 
^ nanae  was  also  John,  canae  from  Wales 
before  the  Revolution,  and  first  settled  in 
Frederick  County,  Maryland.  The  family 
that  came  to  this  county  consisted  of  John 
Brazelton,  his  wife — Hannah — their  three 
sons — Solomon,  Benjamin,  and  William — and  four 
daughters — Mrs.  Elender  Thacker  (then  a widow), 
Elizabeth,  Sarah,  and  Haney.  Mrs.  Thacker  had 
two  sons,  William  and  Shepheixl.  Shepherd,  the 
younger  son,  was  only  ten  years  old  when  he  came 
with  the  immigrants  over  the  trackless  region 
from  East  Tennessee  to  this  county. 

The  Hardins  and  Goodens  were  of  Irish  descent. 
The  Hardin  family  that  moved  here  consisted  of 
Col.  James  Hardin,  his  wife — Kelly — and  nine 
children  — three  sons  (Joseph,  Benjamin,  and 
James)  and  six  daughters  (Jane,  Kizzie,  Marga- 
ret, Mary,  Elizabeth,  and  Elender). 
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The  Gooden  farnil}^  consisted  of  Joseph  Gooden, 
his  wife,  whose  name  was  Hannah,  and  two  sons, 
James  and  Thomas. 

DEATH  OF  JOHN  BRAZBLTON. 

About  the  first  of  September  John  Brazelton 
went  down  to  where  the  town  of  Clifton  now 
stands  and  selected  that  spot  to  move  to,  but  soon 
after  his  return  home  he  was  taken  sick,  and  died 
Septeraher  20,  1816,  being  the  first  white  man  that 
died  in  Hardin  County.  He  was  buried  on  a small 
brook  near  the  Altum  Spriug.  His  grave  was 
dug  with  a mattock,  and  the  dirt  was  handled 
with  a wooden  spade.  His  coffin  was  made  of 
slabs  split  from  a white- oak  tree. 

As  they  were  canning  him  to  his  grave  his  fa- 
vorite dog  followed  in  the  procession,  and  it  was  a 
hard  , task  to  keep  him  away  from  the  coffin  until 
it  could  be  lowered  to  its  last  resting-place.  This 
conduct  was  thought  but  very  little  of  until  a few 
nights  afterward,  when  the  settlers  were  awak- 
ened from  their  slumbers  by  a howling  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  grave.  They  decided  at  once  that 
it  was  the*  wolves  scratching  up  the  dead,  and  a 
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company  with  torches  proceeded  to  the  house 
of  the  dead,  where  they  found  the  favorite  dog 
standing  at  the  head  of  his  master’s  grave  utter- 
ino^  the  most  mournful  howls. 

SEPARATION  OP  THE  SETTLERS — OTHERS  COME  IN. 

After  the  death  of  John  Brazelton  the  colony 

separated.  James  Hardin  and  Joseph  Gooden 

seftled  on  what  is  now  the  Hope  Haggard  land, 

near  the  Savannah  and  Clifton  ford,  on  Hardin’s 

Creek,  and  Mrs.  Brazelton  settled  on  the  McCaslan 

Branch,  near  Indian  Creek.  This  move  took 

place  in  1817.  During  this  year  James  Hardin 

cleared  ten  acres  of  land,  which  was  the  first 

cleared  in  the  countv. 

%/ 

It  was  also  in  the  year  1817  that  James  Hardin’s 
four  brothers — Gipson,  Amos,  Benjamin,  and  Boh- 
ert — moved  in  from  Boane  County;  and  also  Jon- 
athan Courtney  and  his  family,  consisting  of  his 
wife  and  four  sons  (John,  James,  Amos,  and 
Stephen)  and  three  daughters  (Melviuie,  Belly, 
and  Ona),  came  in  and  settled  near  Hardin’s 
Creek.  Soon  after  this  the  Hardin  boys  found 
their  land  near  Cerro  Gordo,  and  James  moved 
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and  built  his  house  not  far  from  where  the  Con 
Broyles  residence  now  stands. 

FIRST  MILL — FIRST  SHOP. 

Some  time  during  the  year  1820  Henry  Garner 
built  the  first  mill,  on  Indian  Creek,  a short  dis- 
tance above  the  Clifton  ford.  Before  this  mill  was 
built  the  citizens  went  to  a mill  on  Cathey’s  Creek, 
in  Maury  County.  At  that  time  there  was  but  one 
house  on  that  long  mill-road,  and  in  it  lived  an 
Indian  named  Billy  McClish,  who  was  well  known 
by  not  only  the  boys,  but  the  girls,  who  often  went 
with  their  brothers  to  mill. 

The  settlers  purchased  their  salt  from  the 
Kanawha  Salt  Company,  and  brought  it  up  the 
river  on  barges,  which  were  propelled  by  means  of 
ropes.  Salt  cost  then  four  dollars  a bushel. 

Jonathan  Courtney,  who  arrived  in  the  year 
1817,  erected  a blacksmith,  shoe,  and  carpenter- 
shop,  from  which  the  settlers  were  supplied  with 
plows,  spinning-wheels,  looms,  and  shoes.  This 
shop  was  located  about  one  mile  south-west  of 
the  Clifton  ford,  on  Indian  Creek.  This  useful 
old  man  sold  his  wheels  at  three  dollars  apiece, 
and  made  shoes  for  fifty  cents  a pair. 
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OTHER  SETTLERS. 

In  the  year  1820  John  Hanna,  with  his  wife — 
Rebecca  — and  their  nine  children  — seven  sons 
(William,  James,  John,  David,  Alexander,  Huel, 
and  Thomas)  and  two  daughters  (Hannah  and 
Elizabeth) — left  Union  County,  Tennessee,  came 
down  the  river  in  a tiatboat,  and  landed  at  what  is 
now  Cerro  Gordo  in  the  month  of  March.  They 
then  moved  out  from  the  river  and  settled  between 
Indian  Creek  and  Smith’s  Fork. 

Among  the  many  who  came  in  and  settled  about 
this  time  (1820)  were  Jacob  Blacksheer,  David 
Robinson  (who  was  an  active  member  in  the 
County  Courts),  John  White,  David  Kincannan, 
Hinnean  Steele,  John  Boyd,  William  Wisdom, 
Jacob  Pyburn  (after  whom  Byhurn’s  Bluff  was 
named),  Temple  Johnson,  Alec  Sloan,  John  and 
R.  M.  Dickson,  Robert  Forbes,  James  G.  Doren, 
Jesse  Cherry,  and  Willie  J.  Duckworth. 

James  Barnes  came  in  previous  to  1820,  and 
was  one  among  the  most  useful  men  of  the  county 
in  his  day,  and  was  the  second  to  represent  the 
county  in  the  Tennessee  Legislature. 


CHAPTER  V. 


Amusements — First  Man  Killed — First 
Panther  Killed. 

EANWHILE  people  began  to  come  in 
and  settle  in  different  parts  of  the 
county.  The  new-comers  did  not  need 
to  raise  hogs,  for  the  woods  were  full  of 
choice  game.  Deer  and  turkey  were  nu- 
merous, and  as  the  settler  sat  in  his  rnde  cabin  at 
niglit  his  mind  was  attracted  by  the  howl  of  the 
wolf,  echoing  from  hill  to  hill,  and  the  scream' of 
the  panther,  prowling  through  the  canebrakes 
along  Indian  and  Hardin’s  Creeks. 

One  who  delighted  in  spending  his  time  hunting 
and  trapping  in  that  early  day  was  Solomon  Braz- 
elton.  He  devoted  much  time  in  catching  the 
wolf,  which  was  beginning  to  be  a great  pest. 
When  he  found  one  in  his  trap,  he  notified  the 
citizens  for  miles  around  to  come  with  their  dogs 
and  enjoy  the  fun  of  seeing  the  dogs  kill  the  wolf. 

Messrs.  Willoughby  and  Ross,  two  gentlemen 
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who  came  in  still  later,  delighted  in  hunting  the 
deer,  and  spent  many  happy  days  in  chasing  them 
over  the  hills  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county, 
east  of  Savannah. 

Among  otlmr  things  for  amusement,  the  citizens 
would  propose  a hunt  sometimes,  in  which  most 
all  could  engage.  Those  living  on  one  side  of  a 
creek  would  agree  to  hunt  against  those  living  on 
the  other  side,  and  see  who  could  get  the  most 
scalps.  Some  citizen  in  the  neighborhood  would 
prepare  a dinner  for  the  hunters,  and  the  party 
that  got  heat  had  it  to  pay  for.  They  wei-e  al- 
lowed to  kill  and  scalp  squirrels,  hawks,  crows, 
and  other  animals  and  fowls  that  were  a pest  to 
the  settlers.  While  the  hunt  was  going  on,  if  one 
of  the  party  was  caught  across  the  line,  he  lost  his 
scalps — if  he  could  be  caught. 

Hunting  and  fishing  parties  of  Indians  would 
often  visit  the  county,  more  especially  the  western 
part,  on  White  Oak  Creek;  and  it  was  during  one 
of  these  hunting  seasons,  in  1819,  that  a man  by 
the  name  of  Blackwell,  while  hunting  and  trapping 
among  the  Indians  on  White  Oak  Creek,  stole  a 
pony  from  one  of  the  Indians,  carried  him  across 
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the  river,  and  turned  him  loose  in  the  cane.  Soon 
after  the  owner  followed,  took  his  pony,  and  told 
Blackwell  if  he  did  so  again  he  would  kill  him. 

It  was  but  a short  time  till  Blackwell  was  trapping 
among  the  Indians  again,  and  this  time  he  not 
only  took  the  same  pony  back  with  him,  but  the 
Indian  claimed  that  he  took  a large  lot  of  furs 
that  did  not  belong  to  him.  The  Indian  followed 
Blackwell  this  time  to  his  camp,  near  Garner’s 
mill,  on  Indian  Creek.  A jury  of  a few  white 
men  was  called  and  decided  in  Blackwell’s  favor. 

When  the  decision  was  announced  the  Indian  sat 
down  on  a log  and  wept  most  bitterly  for  a few 
minutes,  then  raised  his  gun,  took  deliberate  aim, 
and  shot  Blackwell  dead.  He  then  divided  the 
skins,  took  what  he  claimed  were  his,  threw  Black- 
well’s in  a pile  to  themselves,  mounted  his  pony, 
and  left  for  the  west  side  of  the  river. 

This  was  the  first  white  man  killed  in  Hardin 
County,  and  he  was  buried  about  a quarter  of  a 
mile  north-west  of  Garner’s  mill. 

A company  of  men  followed  the  Indian  and 
captured  him  somewhere  on  White  Oak  Creek, 
took  him  to  Courtney’s  blacksmith-shop,  where 
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Jonathan  Courtney  made  a pair  of  handcuffs  aud 
put  on  him,  and  then  Shelton  and  Elisha  Smith 
took  him  to  Columbia  jail,  where  he  remained  for 
some  time,  and  finally  was  released.  The  Smith 
boys  received  thirty-six  dollars  for  guarding  and 
taking  this  Indian  to  jail. 

FIRST  PANTHER  KILLED. 

In  the  year  1818  Miss  Elizabeth  Berry,  after- 
ward the  wife  of  Solomon  Brazelton,  was  return- 
ing home  one  day  from  a visit  to  some  friends  liv- 
ing on  the  west  side  of  Hardin’s  Creek,  and  while 
riding  along  a path  that  led  from  the  Watson 
ford,  on  the  creek,  through  the  thick  cane  and 
across  a branch  bottom  to  her  home,  now  known 
as  the  McCandless  place,  about  two  miles  west  of 
the  creek,  two  large  panthers  ran  up  a tree  that 
stooped  over  the  path.  She  rode  back  a short 
distance  to  where  her  brother,  Michael  Berry,  and 
several  others  were  cutting  out  a wagon  road,  and 
related  what  she  had  seen.  Mike  shouldered  bis 
gun  and  proceeded  to  the  spot,  and  sure  enough 
there  lay  the  huge  animals  stretched  out  on  the 
body  of  the  tree,  just  as  the  girl  had  left  them 
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He  fired,  and  one  fell  to  the  ground  dead;  the  other 
jumped  ofl*  and  made  his  escape.  When  night 
came  on  the  boys  built  a fire  and  broiled  a piece  of 
the  dead  panther,  hoping  in  this  way  to  tole  the 
other  up  and  shoot  him,  but  their  stratagem 
proved  a failure  — nothing  but  wolves  came  to 
scent  of  the  meat. 

The  little  brook  near  where  this  occurred  has 
ever  since  borne  the  name  of  Panther’s  Branch, 
for  it  was  here  that  the  first  panther  was  killed  in 
Hardin  County. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


First  Settlers  of  the  West  Side  of 

THE  River. 

° EFORE  the  white  man  settled  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river  it  was  a grand 
hunting-ground  for  the  Indians.  In 
that  early  day  the  hills  and  creek-bottoms 
were  covered  with  cane,  and  deer,  turkey, 
and  the  black  bear  were  numerous;  and  on  the 
larger  creeks  beaver  and  other  fur-bearing  animals 
lived  in  great  numbers.  On  White  Oak  Creek 
and  its  tributaries  appears  to  have  been  choice 
ground  for  not  only  the  present  race  of  Indians, 
but  for  the  Mound  Builders,  who  have  left  their 
monuments  scattered  all  over  this  part  of  Hardin 
County. 

Of  the  exact  date  of  the  first  settling  of  this  part 
of  the  county  we  are  not  informed,  but  we  know 
that  about  the  year  1819  Simpson  Lee  and  George 
Orr  settled  opposite  Cerro  Gordo.  Mr.  Lee  built 
a short  distance  north-east  of  Craven’s  Landing, 
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and  Mr.  Orr  near  the  Jehu  Davy  Springs,  about 
two  miles  north-west  of  the  landing.  Their  houses, 
of  course,  were  rude  cabins,  but  when  other  set- 
tlers came  in  they  erected  buildings  oil’  hewed  logs. 
Messrs.  Orr  and  Lee  proved  useful  men  to  the 
county  as  long  as  they  lived,  in  viewing  and  cut- 
ting out  roads  through  the- western  part  of  the 
county. 

In  the  year  1819  William  Oan  and  a man  by 
the  name  of  Masengill  built  a camp  near  a large 
spring  now  called  the  Davy  Spring,  but  for  sev- 
eral years  known  as  the  Gan  Spring,  near  Saltillo. 
These  men  lived  here  about  two  j^ears  and  moved 
away,  when  Edward  Mathews  lived  at  the  place  a 
short  time. 

It  was  also  in  1819  that  a man  by  the  name  of 
Barnes  settled  near  Shady  Grove  Church,  two  and 
a-half  miles  from  the  river;  and  Allen  Anderson, 
at  what  is  now  known  as  the  Etheridge  place,  near 
the  Lick  ford  on  White  Oak  Creek;  and  Jacob 
Delaney,  on  the  river  near  the  island  that  now 
bears  his  name;  and  John  Chambers,  near  Cham- 
bers’s Creek,  in  what  is  now  the  Tenth  District. 
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FIRST  HOUSE  BUILT  AT  SALTILLO. 

In  the  fall  of  1822  a permanent  settlement  was 
made  at  Saltillo  by  Thomas  Shannon.  In  October, 
1822,  Mr.  Shannon  left  Davidson  County,  near 
Hashville,  in  a keelboat  with  his  household  goods 
and  provisions  to  last  one  ^mar.  Col.  John  Holland 
and  Parkerson  Mitchell,  whom  he  hired  to  help 
manage  the  boat,  and  his  four  negro  men.  They 
descended  the  Cumberland  to  the  Ohio,  then  to 
the  month  of  the  Tennessee,  ascended  the  Tennes- 
see to  where  Point  Pleasant  now  stands,  and  went 
out  half  a mile  from  the  river  and  erected  a camp. 
Mr.  Shannon’s  family,  consisting  of  his  wife,  five 
sons  (William,  Franklin,  Thomas,  Nathan,  and 
George),  and  three  daughters  (Jane,  Susan,  and 
Sarah),  came  through  by  land,  drove  forty  head  of 
cattle,  and  crossed  the  Tennessee  Elver  at  a place 
now  known  as  Shannonsville,  and  traveled  up  on 
the  west  side  of  the  river  to  the  camp. 

Mr.  Shannon  calculated  on  a large  profit  from 
raising  cattle  at  a small  expense,  but  his  cattle 
were  not  used  to  cane,  and  the  result  was  that  in 
three  months  from  the  time  they  were  turned  loose 
in  the  cane,  thirty-nine  out  of  the  forty  were  dead. 


30 


HISTORY  OF  HARDIN  COUNTY. 


A log  house  was  erected  soon  after  the  arrival 
near  the  camp,  which  was  then  the  first  house 
built  in  the  county  on  the  west  side  of  the  river. 
The  spot  where  this  house  stood  is  now  in  Decatur 
County,  but  was  then  included  in  Hardin. 

Mr.  Shannon’s  father,  as  also  his  mother’s  father, 
came  from  Ireland.  Thus  we  find  that  the  first 
permanent  settlers  on  both  sides  of  the  river  were 
of  Irish  and  Welsh  descent. 

In  the  year  1825  Mr.  Shannon  and  his  boys  built 
a hewed  log  house  on  the  hill,  about  four  hundred 
yards  north  of  the  present  landing  at  Saltillo,  near 
the  present  site  of  the  Mrs.  Haney  residence.  This 
was  the  first  house  built  in  Saltillo,  and  was  first 
occupied  by  William  and  Hathan  Shannon. 

It  was  in  this  year  (1825)  that  Smith  Hawkins 
brought  two  hundred  dollars’  worth  of  dry  goods 
from  Louisville  on  a keelboat  to  what  is  now  Sal- 
tillo, for  Mr.  Shannon  to  sell  for  him.  A hewed 
log  store-house  was  at  once  erected,  and  Hathan 
Shannon,  then  a youth,  sold  out  the  goods  in 
three  months.  He  sold  hats  at  seven  dollars  and 
a-half  that  sell  now  for  two  dollars ; shoes  at  four 
dollars  per  pair  that  sell  now  for  two  dollars; 
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cofiee  sold  then  at  twenty-tive  and  thirty-three 
cents  per  pound,  and  salt  at  one  dollar  and  twenty- 
five  cents  per  bushel. 

The  place  was  now  called  Hawkins’s  Landing. 
Mr.  Hawkins  did  not  run  this  store  long  until  he 
and  his  brother  Perry  built  a store-house  about  a 
quarter  of  a mile  south,  near  the  Gan  Spring, 
where  they  sold  goods  for  several  years. 

Mr.  Simpson  Lee  came  over  to  this  little  village 
one  day,  and  while  running  his  horse  through 
town  was  thrown  oflc*  and  killed — being  the  first 
man  killed  in  the  town  now  called  Saltillo. 

It  was  not  long  until  barges  or  keelboats  trav- 
eled the  river  regularly,  bringing  dry  goods,  salt, 
and  sometimes  a few  barrels  of  flour. 

The  first  settlers  of  Saltillo  and  vicinity  were 
not  blessed  with  plenty  of  mills,  as  We  are  now, 
but  were  obliged  to  go  to  a mill  on  Duck  Liver. 
Some  of  the  new-comers,  before  they  would  go 
that  distance  to  get  meal,  would  soften  their  corn 
by  soaking  it  in  water,  then  grate  it;  others  would 
beat  it  in  a mortar,  which  was  made  by  sawing  off 
a block  from  a white  oak  log  and  burning  out  a 
hole  in  the  end  of  it,  into  which  the  corn  was 
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placed  and  beat  with  a maul  or  pestle.  These 
pounding-mills  continued  for  many  years  in  use 
by  some  of  the  settlers.  They  were  even  con- 
structed in  such  a way  that  the  pestle  moved  up 
and  down  by  water-power. 

OTHER  SETTLERS. 

In  the  year  1824  Major  James  Montgomery 
landed  his  boat  near  the  Lick  ford  on  White  Oak 
Creek,  and  moved  out  with  his  family  to  a spot 
one-half  mile  north-west  of  Shady  Grove  Church, 
where  he  settled;  and  it  was  some  time  during 
1824  that  he  built  the  first  mill  that  was  run  by 
horse-power  on  the  west  side  of  the  river.  Major 
Montgomery  received  his  title  by  serving  in  the 
Indian  war.  He  was  with  Col.  James  Hardin  and 
Solomon  Brazelton  at  the  battle  of  Horse-shoe 
Bend. 

In  1824  Jesse  W.  Holland  started  a tanyard  a 
short  distance  north  of  Shady  Grove  Church, 
which  was  the  first  in  the  wmstern  part  of  the 
county. 

It  was  also  during  this  year  that  a man  by  the 
name  of  Charles  Miles  moved  in  and  settled  one 
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mile  west  of  Saltillo,  near  the  little  creek  which 
has  ever  since  borne  the  name  of  Miles’s  Branch. 
His  house  stood  on  the  spot  now  occupied  the 
Mrs.  Parker  mansion.  Soon  after  locating,  Mr. 
Miles  bnilt  the  first  cotton-gin  on  the  west  side  of 
the  river. 

About  the  year  1825  Jehu  I)avy  came  in  and 
bou2:ht  a tract  of  land  now  known  as  the  Ether- 
idge  place,  lying  near  the  Lick  ford  on  White  Oak 
Creek,  which  was  then  occupied  by  a man  by  the 
name  of  Allen  Anderson.  Mr.  Davy’s  family  con- 
sisted of  his  wife  and  eight  children — five  sons  and 
three  daughters. 

The  land  lying  along  the  river  from  Point  Pleas- 
ant to  half  a mile  south  of  Saltillo  first  belonged 
to  Thomas  Shannon.  In  1842  Thomas  Davy  be- 
came the  owner  of  the  land  where  Saltillo  now 
stands;  then  for  several  years  the  place  was  called 
Davy’s  Landing. 

In  1849  Mr.  Davy  leased  the  landing  to  Scott 
Terjy,  who  named  the  place  Saltillo,  sold  goods 
there  about  two  years,  and  died.  The  next  store 
was  the  firm  of  Davy  & Williams,  with  a capital 
stock  of  three  thousand  dollars. 
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Previous  to  1855  the  business-houses  were  near 
the  river,  and  it  was  not  until  after  the  war  that 
the  town  began  to  move  westward.  No  town  in 
the  county  is  more  nicely  situated  than  Saltillo. 
The  ground  where  the  town  is,  and  for  a mile  west 
of  the  river,  lies  well  for  the  situation  of  a beauti- 
ful city. 

OTHER  SETTLEMENTS. 

It  was  not  long  after  the  first  settlement  at  Sal- 
tillo until  people  began  to  move  in  and  settle  the 
territory  south  of  White  Oak  Piver.  George 
Norwood  and  Jesse  Jones  settled  on  Mud  Creek; 
Isaac  Graham  and  Pobert  Ping  on  Chalk  Creek; 
Mrs.  Kerr  near  the  mouth  of  Mud  Creek,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  creek;  James  English  near  the 
head  of  Chalk  Creek.  Jesse  Jones’s  house  was 
one  of  the  precincts  in  that  early  day. 

Previous  to  the  year  1825  a public  road  ran  from 
the  lower  end  of  Coffee  Bluff  to  the  top  of  the 
bluff.  Here  it  intersected  the  road  from  Hardin’s 
Feriy  (now  Cerro  Gordo)  to  McNairy  Court-house. 

Several  years  after  the  first  settlement  at  Saltillo 
a company  of  hunters  and  trappers  by  the  name 
of  Stars  and  Jacksons  settled  the  region  between 
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Middleton’s  and  Hurricane  Creeks.  This  company 
first  came  here  from  Ohio,  and  spent  several  years 
hunting  and  trapping  for  the  beaver  on  White 
Oak  Creek;  they  finally  returned,  sold  their  lands 
in  that  State,  and  moved  with  their  families  to  this 
part  of'  Hardin  County. 

John  and  Robert  Barham  were  the  first  settlers 
of  Coffee  Lauding.  These  two  brothers  merchan- 
dised there  for  several  years  before  the  civil  war. 
The  place  took  its  name  from  the  great  coflee 
sand  bluff  on  the  river. 

Crump’s  Landing  was  first  settled  by  a man 
named  Burnet,  and  was  for  several  years  called 
Burnet’s  Landing.  Hr.  Crump  bought  the  place 
and  gave  it  the  name  it  now  bears. 

Pittsburg  Landing  was  named  after  Pitts 
Tucker,  who  kept  a liquor-shop  there  before  the 
Rebellion.  Thousands  of  people  visit  this  little 
town  every  year  to  see  the  beautiful  cemetery  and 
to  travel  over  the  great  battle-field. 

We  will  now  leave  the  subject  of  settlements, 
and  in  the  next  chapter  notice  the  proceedings  of 
the  first  courts. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


A 


The  First  Court. 


now  come  to  the  year  1820,  four  years 
from  the  time  the  first  cabin  was  built, 
and  we  see  a county  without  boundaries 
-not  only  this,  it  had  not  been  named. 
And  the  pioneers  had  lived  up  to  this  good 
time  without  having  organized  the  first  court. 
Judging  the  time  then  by  the  present,  it  seems 
strange  that  they  lived  so  long  without  a court  to 
punish  the  bad;  but  perhaps  they  possessed  that 
grand  ornament  that  a nation  of  old  once  had. 
When  the  question  was  asked  why  they  had  no 
written  laws,  they  answered  back,  “ Good  man- 
ners need  no  laws.^’ 

It  was  on  the  3d  day  of  January,  1820,  that  a 
few  of  the  settlers,  having  decided  t<a  make  a 
county  out  of  what  was  then  almost  a wihlerness, 
met  at  the  house  of  James  Hardin,  near  Oerro 
Gordo,  and  organized  a Court  of  Pleas  jind  Quar- 
ter Sessions.  Col.  James  Hardin  was  chosen  Clerk 
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atid  Daniel  Smith,  Sheriff.  David  Kincannon, 
James  Barnes,  Samuel  Harbor,  Isham  Cherry,  and 
Joseph  McMahon  were  elected  as  the  Quorum 
Court,  to  serve  one  year,  and  six  constables  were 
also  elected. 

On  the  following  day  court  met  again,  and  the 
officers  elected  on  the  day  before  gave  bond  and 
entered  on  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

An  election  was  next  held  for  other  county  offi- 
cers, which  resulted  as  follows:  Henry  Mahar 
was  elected  Banger;  Joseph  McMahon,  Trustee; 
James  Barnes,  Register ; Stephen  Roach;  Coroner; 
and  Isham  Cherry,  Chairman  of  the  Court 

The  constables  each  gave  bond  in  the  sum  of 
six  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars.  A venire  of 
twenty-five  good  men  were  appointed  as  jurors  at 
the  next  term  of  the  court.  The  Clerk’s  bond 
was  ordered  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Chairman 
for  safe-keeping,  and  the  court  adjourned  to  meet 
the  first  Monday  in  April. 

APEIL  COURT. 

At  the  April  term  the  last  will  and  testament 
Michael  Berry,  deceased,  was  produced  in  open 
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court  and  duly  proven  by  the  oath  of  Miss  Betty 
and  Miss  Mary  Berry.  This  was  the  first  will  pro- 


duced in  Hardin  County. 

A tax  was  next  levied  as  follows: 

On  each  100  acres  of  land 18Jc. 

On  each  town  lot 37^c. 

On  each  free  poll 12Jc. 

On  each  slave  between  the  ages  of  twelve  and 

fifty  years 25c. 

On  each  retail  store  or  peddler $5  00 

On  each  tavern-keeper 5 00 


The  following  justices  were  appointed  to  take  a 
list  of  taxable  property  in  the  county:  Samuel 
White,  in  the  upper  settlement  on  Swift  Creek 
and  its  waters;  Ishara  Cherry,  on  the  west  side  of 
tlie  river,  iu  wdiat  is  now  included  in  the  Hinth, 

<9 

Tenth,  and  Fifteenth  Districts;  David  Kincannan, 
in  what  is  now  the  Eleventh,  Twelfth,  Thirteenth, 
and  Sixteenth  Districts;  Edmund  W.  Gee,  in  that 
part  of  Hardin  that  has  since  been  given  to  Deca- 
tur County;  James  Huddleston,  in  the  north-cast 
corner  of  the  county  as  far  south  and  wmst  as  In- 
dian Creek;  Joseph  McMahon,  in  the  territory 
lying  between  Indian  Creek  and  the  dividing  ridge 
between  said  creek  and  Turkey  Creek;  J.  W. 
Martin,  in  the  settlements  on  Turkev  Creek  and 
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its  waters;  and  ITir.neaii  Steele,  for  the  town  com- 
paiiy. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  county  was  first  divided 
into  settlements,  or  neighborhoods,  and  not  into 
districts,  as  now. 

Before  the  next  tax  was  assessed  by  the  court, 
the  militia  was  organized  and  a tax-assessor  ap- 
pointed for  each  captain’s  company.  Perhaps  it 
would  not  be  out  of  place  to  state  here  that  the 
first  captains  of  the  militia  in  this  county  were 
Warnal,  Williams,  Jones,  Mahan,  English,  and 
Paine;  and  that  the  first  constables  elected  were 
Lewis  Fortner,  Elisha  Smith,  James  H.  Steele, 
John  G.  Williams,  and  Shelton  Smith;  and  that 
the  Hon.  Joshua  Haskell  was  the  first  Circuit 
Judge,  and  J.  W.  Judkins  the  first  Circuit  Court 
Clerk. 

JULY  COURT. 

This  term  was  mostly  devoted  to  appointing 
commissioners  to  view  and  mark  out  roads,  re- 
ceiving wolf-scalps,  and  appointing  jurors  for  the 
next  term. 

OCTOBER  COURT. 

At  the  October  term  J.  W.  Judkins  was  sworn 
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in  as  Deputy  Clerk,  and  produced  a seal,  whicli 
was  admitted  as  the  first  seal  of  Hardin  County. 

James  R.  McMeans,  who  had  been  appointed 
Solicitor-General,  resigned,  and  the  vacancy  was 
filled  by  the  appointment  of  James  Scott. 

John  G.  Williams  was  allowed  thirty  dollars  for 
building  a court-house. 

A suit  pending  between  James  Williams  and 
Charles  Jones  was  the  first  civil  suit  ever  disposed 
of  in  the  county  ; while  the  State  against  Reuben 
Clark  was  the  first  case  ever  dismissed  at  the 
court’s  cost. 

Court  continued  two  days  and  adjourned.  This 
completed  the  Court  of  Pleas  and  Quarter  Ses- 
sions for  the  year  1820. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


Court  Proceedings,  Continued  — First 
Cotton  Gin — First  Surveyor  — First 
School-house^ — First  Church-house — 
Death  of  James  Hardin — First  Hotel 
— First  Steamboats — Settlement  at 
Savannah — First  Person  Hung — The 
Two  Parties — Settlement  at  Cerro 
Gordo — First  Methodist  Preacher. 


IS 


I HE  first  lawyers  made  their  appearance 
at  the  January  term,  1821.  Isaac  S.- W. 
Cook,  Esq.,  and  James  W.  Combs,  Esq., 
produced  their  license  to  practice  law,  took 
the  oath  prescribed  by  law,  and  were  ad- 
mitted to  practice  in  Hardin  County. 

At  the  April  term,  1821,  J.  W.  Judkins  was 
paid  five  dollars  for  the  first  county  seal. 

In  the  year  1821  James  F.  McMahan  was 
granted  liberty  to  keep  a ferry  on  his  own  land 
opposite  Cerro  Gordo. 

Some  time  during  the  year  1821  Col.  Janies 
Hardin  was  granted  liberty  to  keep  a ferry  on  the 
river  at  the  mouth  of  Swift  Creek.  The  same 
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court  ordered  that  the  following  prices  be  charged 
for  ferriage:  For  man  and  horse,  25  cents;  for  sin- 
gle man  or  horse,  12|-  cents;  for  wagon  and  team, 
|1 ; for  each  head  of  cattle,  cents;  for  each 
head  of  hogs  or  sheep,  3 cents. 

In  1822  James  Barnes,  Hiram  Boone,  J.  G.  Wil- 
liams, A.  W.  Sweeney,  and  Hoah  Lilly,  a commit- 
tee that  had  been  previously  appointed  to  select  a 
place  for  the  county  capital,  reported  to  the  July 
court  that  they  had  located  the  center  of  the 
county  at  Hardinsville,  and  had  also  purchased 
tifty  acres  of  land  there.  Court,  which  was  then 
in  session  at  James  Hardin’s  house,  adjourned^ to 
meet  at  Hardinsville  next  day  at  ten  o’clock,  which 
was  July  2,  1822. 

A committee  was  next  appointed  to  view  and 
mark  out  a road  to  James’s  Ferry  on  the  river, 
for  the  benefit  of  those  living  across  the  river  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  county. 

In  1823  H.  T.  Patton  was  granted  leave  to  keep 
a ferry  on  the  Tennessee  River. 

In  1823  a public  road  was  cut  out  from  Har- 
dinsville to  Rudd’s  Ferry,  wJiere  Savannah  now 
stands,  and  Jordan  Nanny  was  the  first  overseer. 
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In  1824  a road  was  cut  out  from  Hardin’s  Ferry 
in  the  direction  of  McHairy  County  Court-house, 
and  James  Morrow  and  Simpson  Lee  were  ap- 
pointed overseers. 

In  March,  1825,  a jail  was  finished  at  Hardins- 
ville  at  a cost  of  two  thousand  dollars. 

Thomas  Shannon  was  granted  liberty  to  keep  a 
ferry  on  the  river  where  Saltillo  now  stands,  and 
he  gave  John  A.  Hawlings  and  J.  W.  Judkins  as 
securities. 

The  first  school  commissioners  were  appointed 
by  the  court  June  24, 1825.  They  were  Joel  Casey, 
James  Barnes,  David  Robinson,  J.  G.  Williams, 
and  Jes  e B.  Gant.  These  men  were  appointed 
for  the  whole  county,  and  served  for  two  years. 

It  was,  perhaps,  about  the  year  1821  that  Lewis 
II.  Broyles  brought  five  hundred  dollars’  worth  of 
goods  down  the  river  on  a barge  from  East  Tennes- 
see, and  started  a store  in  a log  house  near  James 
Hardin’s.  The  first  thing  he  sold  was  two  wool 
hats,  at  one  dollar  apiece,  to  Mrs.  Helly  Thacker, 
for  her  two  boys,  William  and  Shepherd.  Mr. 
Broyles  merchandised  here  until  1822,  when  he 
moved  his  store  to  Hardinsville. 
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Baoiel  Smith,  as  we  have  already  stated,  was  the 
first  Sheriff.  In  1822  J.  W.  Judkins  was  elected 
Sheriff,  with  Robert  Steele  his  Deputy;  and  in 
April,  1824,  Lewis  K.  Falkner  was  elected  Sheriff. 

In  that  early  day  there  seemed  to  be  men  quali- 
fied to  fill  any  trade  or  profession  that  was  neces- 
sary to  the  welfare  of  the  settlers. 

In  the  year  1822  a man  by  the  name  of  Tom- 
kins built  a cotton-gin  on  Whitlow’s  Creek,  and 
soon  after  Thomas  Hammon  built  another  one 
near  the  same  creek,  that  run  by  horse-power. 

Hot  far  from  this  time  Hionean  Steele  and  Alex- 
ander McClintock  moved  in  with  their  families 
and  settled  on  Steele’s  Creek.  They  were  of  Irish 
descent,  and  were  excellent  mathematicians.  Alex- 
ander McClintock  was  the  first  surveyor  in  the 
county. 

In  the  year  1824  the  pioneers  built  their  first 
school-house  not  far  from  the  Clifton  ford,  on  In- 
dian Creek,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Clifton  and 
Savannah  road,  and  on  what  is  now  known  as  the 
Whitlow  land.  It  was  eighteen  feet  square,  of 
logs,  with  no  seats  hut  the  sleepers  of  the  house, 
no  floor  hut  the  solid  earth,  no  chimney — the  fire 
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was  built  on  the  ground  iu  the  center  of  the  house; 
no  glass  windows,  like  the  school-house  of  to-day. 
The  first  man  that  taught  school  in  this  ancient 
academy  was  Thomas  Stockton,  and  his  pupils — 
many  of  them  grown  men  and  women  — were 
Stocktons,  Hardins,  Brazeltons,  McMahons,  Dob- 
binses, and  McConnells.  The  text-books  used  were 
Pike’s  Arithmetic  and  Webster’s  old  Spelling- 
book,  dated  1820.  The  contents  of  those  old  spell- 
ing-books were  quite  different  to  the  present  style 
of  spellers,  and  one  is  now  scarcely  seen. 

In  the  year  1825  a Baptist  church  was  built  near 
the  grave  of  Blackwell.  It  was  a log  structure, 
twenty  feet  in  length  and  the  same  in  width.  The 
first  man  that  preached  in  this  rude  tabernacle 
was  the  Rev.  Charles  Riddle,  of  the  Hard-shell 
persuasion. 

In  the  year  1826  Col,  James  Hardin  died,  and 
his  grave  can  now  be  seen  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Savannah  and  Clifton  road,  about  two  hundred 
yards  north-east  of  where  Thomas  Shelby  lived. 
Col.  Hardin  had  proved  a useful  man  to  the 
county  of  which  he  might  properly  be  called  the 
father. 
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Previous  to  his  death  Col.  Hardin  had  exchanged 
his  log  house  for  a handsome  brick  mansion.  His 
widow  remained  here  until  1832,  when  she  and 
all  her  sons,  sons-in-law,  and  their  families  moved 
to  the  ‘‘Hew  Purchase,”  in  Kentucky,  and  never 
returned. 

L.  H.  Broyles  moved  his  store  to  Hardin sville 
about  the  year  1823,  and  John  Kendal  put  up  a 
log  house  and  kept  the  first  hotel  in  the  county  in 
that  town.  Soon  after  a man  by  the  name  of 
Swaney  started  a saddler-shop  at  Hardinsville,  and 
Bowman  opened  a hatter-shop. 

When  the  boundaries  of  Hardin  were  first  estab- 
lished a small  portion  of  Wayne,  where  Clifton 

noAV  stands,  and  about  two  districts  of  what  is  now 

♦ 

the  southern  part  of  Decatur,  were  included  in  this 
boundary.  Several  years  later  the  Legislature  of 
Tennessee  gave  off  the  north-west  corner  of  Har- 
din to  Wayne,  and  in  1856  the  two  districts  in  the 
northern  part  were  given  to  Decatur. 

The  first  steamboat  that  started  up  the  river  was 
the  Eagle,  which  sunk  on  her  first  trip  at  the  head 
of  Eagle-nest  Island.  Shortly  after  the  steamer 
Pocket  -came  up  from  New  Orleans,  and  for  some 
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time  made  regular  trips  from  that  city  up  the  Teu- 
nessee  River. 

FIRST  SETTLEMENT  AT  SAVANNAH — HANGING  OF  MRS, 
HUGHES — THE  TWO  PARTIES- — SETTLEMENT  AT  CERRO 
GORDO — FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH — FIRST  PHYSICIAN. 

Tlie  seat  of  justice  remained  at  Hardiusville 
seven  years,  and  during  that  time  a brick  court- 
house was  built  b}^  Mr.  James  Barnes.  The  first 
settlers  speak  of  this  house  as  being  a beautiful 
building,  and  perhaps  it  was,  compared  with  the 
buildings  in  that  day.  Hardinsville  was  supposed 
to  be  the  center  of  the  county,  and  it  was  then  be- 
lieved that  this  place  would  ever  be  the  county 
capital,  but  it  was  afterward  found  to  be  too  far 
east,  and  a new  location  had  to  be  selected,  which 
resulted  in  Savannah,  then  called  Rudd’s  Ferry. 
In  the  year  1821  a dwelling-house  was  built  on 
the  bank  of  the  river  near  the  present  landing  at 
Savannah,  and  a ferry  established  there  by  James 
Rudd.  In  the  year  1830  tbe  seat  of  justice  was 
moved  here,  a court-house  was  erected  of  round 
gum  logs,  and  the  place  received  the  name  it  now 
bears. 

Where  the  town  of  Savannah  now  stands  was 
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in  that  early  day  a thicket  of  gum  saplings,  and 
the  first  houses  there  were  built  of  this  timber  and 
called  pole-cabins. 

It  was  durinof  this  ao;e  of  Savannah  that  two 
noted  fighters,  Gipson  Hardin  and  Elisha  Smith, 
met  to  test  their  strength.  A ring  was  made,  sec- 
onds chosen,  and  the  two  braves  went  to  battling. 
A vast  crowd  of  people  were  present  to  witness 
the  battle,  and  they  were  all  so  eager  to  see  that 
many  crowded  upon  the  roofs  of  the  houses,  and 
the  result  was  they  crushed  the  little  pole-cabins  to 
the  earth.  Mr.  Hardin  proved  to  be  the  better 
man,  but  Savannah  was  in  ruins! 

After  the  seat  of  justice  was  removed  to  Savan- 
nah L.  H.  Broyles  bought  the  court-house  at  Har- 
din sville  for  a store-house,  and  John  Kendal  moved 
to  Savannah,  erected  a hewed  log  house,  in  which 
he  kept  hotel  until  his  death;  after  this  the  hotel 
was  controlled  b}^  his  widow  for  a few  years,  when 
she  died;  then  by  her  son  John  until  tlie  civil  war. 
After  the  war  Mr.  John  Kendal  erected  the  Kendal 
House,  which  now  stands  on  the  hank  of  the  river. 

The  first  brick  building  built  in  Savannah  was 
erected  by  Col.  Stephens,  and  was  used  some  time 
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by  him  as  a dwelling  and  saddler-shop.  This  build- 
ing is  still  standing  on  the  north  side  of  the  Public 
Square,  and  is  now  known  as  the  Irvin  store- 
house. 

David  Robinson  came  in  soon  after  Col.  Ste- 
phens, took  charge  of  the  ferry,  and  erected  the 
brick  building  now  known  as  the  Cherry  mansion. 
Mr.  Robinson  was  at  that  time,  perhaps,  the  rich- 
est man  in  the  county,  for  he  not  only  owned  a 
portion  of  the  land  where  the  town  now  stands, 
but  a large  body  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river,  opposite  the  town. 

A more  handsome  and  a larger  court-house  was 
built  in  1832,  which  stood  until  the  civil  war, 
when  it  was  burnt;  but  the  county  records  were 
saved  by  the  Hon.  J.  D.  Martin,  a citizen  of  the 
town,  who  snatched  them  from  the  flames  and 
kept  them  concealed  until  peace  was  declared. 
After  the  Rebellion  the  present  court-house  was 
built  at  a cost  of  ten  thousand  dollars. 

The  first  person  hung  in  the  county  was  Mrs. 
Hughes,  for  killing  her  husband.  The  gallows 
was  erected  between  the  present  Kendal  House 
and  the  river  at  Savannah,  Thomas  Gray  was 
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then  Sheriff,  but  from  some  cause  did  not  officiate 
at  the  hanging,  and  so  hired  Jesse  Jones,  his  Dep- 
uty, to  tie  the  rope.  Joseph  Kendal,  a colored  boy, 
drove  the  cart  from  under  the  victim.  It  is  said 
that  over  ^ thousand  people  were  present  to  wit- 
ness the  first  execution  of  a murderer  in  Hardin 
County.  Mr.  Gray  at  once  resigned  his  office  for 
fear  he  would  have  another  woman  to  hang,  a 
thing  he  did  not  want  to  do. 

As  we  have  already  said,  David  Robinson  was  a 
very  active  member  of  the  County  Court  in  his  day, 
and  it  was  through  his  influence  that  free  ferriage 
was  granted  the  justices  living  on  the  west  side  of 
the  river — a law  that  has  been  sanctioned  by  the 
courts  to  the  present  day. 

In  the  first  election  days  there  were  two  parties 
in  existence — one  was  called  the  “Hardin  party,” 
with  Col.  James  Hardin  as  its  leader,  and  the 
other  was  called  the  “Robinson  party,”  with  David 
Robinson  as  its  leader.  The  former  was  composed 
principally  of  one  connection,  while  the  latter  was 
not  composed  altogether  of  Mr.  Robinson’s  rela- 
tives. These  two  parties  lasted  for  several  years, 
and  at  times  were  very  hostile  toward  each  other. 
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Each  desired  to  rule  the  countj^;  but  they  had 
their  day,  and  finally  the  members  of  the  former 
assumed  the  name  of  Whig,  and  most  of  the  latter, 
democrat. 

In  the  year  1830  John  White  and  Elisha  Bryant 
settled  with  their  families  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
Tennessee  River,  and  erected  a dwelling-house, 
grocery-store,  cotton-gin,  and  kept  a ferry.  The 
place  was  called  White’s  Ferry  until  1849,  when  it 
, was  named  Cerro  Gordo,  after  a town  by  that 
name  in  Mexico. 

In  1830  the  Rev.  John  Watson,  from  South  Car- 
olina, organized  the  first  Methodist  Church  in  the 
county,  in  a small  log  house  near  Hardin’s  Creek, 
in  the  First  Civil  District. 

The  first  physician  that  administered  to  the  sick 
in  Hardin  County  was  Dr.  Brown,  of  Columbia, 
Tenn.  He  was  followed  by  Drs.  McMahan  and 
Watts. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


Review. 

1815  to  1840  the  history  of  Hardin 
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County  has  been  i^iven  in  previous  chap- 
ters.  In  1816,  you  remember,  there 


f 
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^ were  but  twenty-six  persons  living  in  Har- 
din; now,  according  to  the  census  of  1840, 
we  find  the  total  population  to  be  8,240.  Of  this 
number  7,910  were  whites  and  330  were  slaves. 

In  1840  there  were  77,037  acres  of  improved 
and  occupied  land  in  the  count}^,  valued  at  three 
hundred  and  eighty-two  thousand  dollars. 

The  progress  in  education  had  been  very  slow 
up  to  this  date,  notwithstanding  private  schools 
had  been  in  existence  since  1824.  The  first  school 
commissioners  were  elected  as  early  as  June,  1825, 
but  nothing  of  account  was  done  in  the  way  of 
public  schools  until  1839.  At  this  dale  the  county 
contained  twelve  civil  districts,  and  there  wei’c 
five  school  directors  elected  for  each  district,  who 
enumerated  all  the  white  children  over  six  and 
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under  sixteen  years  old,  in  their  respective  dis- 
tricts, on  the  last  day  of  June  in  each  year.  In 
1840  the  Thirteenth  District  was  included  in  the 
Twelfth,  and  the  first  school  directors  in  it  were 
Major  James  Montgomeiy,  Solomon  Brazelton, 
Davidson  Alexander,  and  two  others,  names  un- 
known. 

The  school  law  then  required  that  a school  be 
kept  at  least  three  months  by  a qualified  teacher, 
in  order  to  entitle  a district  to  its  share  of  the 
public  funds.  The  law  nowhere  specified  what 
the  teacher’s  qualifications  should  be,  or  who  was 
to  judge  concerning  them.  Robert  H.  McEwen, 
then  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  sup- 
plied this  omission  in  the  law  by  giving  the  com- 
missioners the  power  to  examine  teachers,  and 
give  certificates  to  such  as  should  be  found  to  pos- 
sess proper  moral  and  intellectual  qualifications. 

The  following  table  shows  how  the  school  fund 
was  apportioned  in  Hardin  County  in  the  year 
1839: 
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Districts. 

Scholastic 

Population. 

Apportionment 
of  School  Fund 
in  1839. 

1 

290 

$ 180  17 

2 

217 

135  22 

3 

220 

137  09 

4 

130 

81  01 

5 

165 

102  82 

6 

213 

132  73 

7 

104 

64  81 

8 

183 

114  04 

9 

240 

149  56 

10 

152 

69  79 

11 

257 

160  15 

12 

203 

126  50 

2,374 

$1,453  89 

The  above  table  shows  that  the  scholastic  popu- 
lation of  the  county  in  1839  was  twenty-three 
hundred  and  thirty-four,  and  that  the  school  fund 
was  fourteen  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars  and 
forty-three  cents,  which  was  about  sixty-two  cents 
per  scholar. 

Let  us  now  step  up  ten  3^ears  and  see  the  condi- 
tion of  the  county.  At  this  date  (1850)  we  find  a 
total  population  of  10,328  souls.  Of  this  number 
9,040  are  whites,  31  free  blacks,  and  1,257  are 
slaves.  We  find  Savannah  with  a population  of 
eight  hundred.  We  see  six  hundred  and  ninety 
farms,  containing  34,446  acres,  and  164,432  acres 
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of  unimproved  laud.  The  occupied  or  improved 
land  was  valued  at  five  hundred  and  eighty-six 
thousand  dollars.  We  find  in  the  county  fifteen 
hundred  dwellings,  fifteen  hundred  and  thirteen 
families,  twenty-four  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
liorses  and  mules,  sixty-nine  hundred  head  of  cat- 
tle, sixty-six  hundred  sheep,  and  twenty-four  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  eighteen  hogs.  The  crop  of 
1850  amounted  to  seventy-four  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  bushels  of  wheat,  four  hundred  and 
forty-nine  thousand  three  hundred  bushels  of  corn, 
and  six  hundred  and  eighty-six  hales  of  cotton. 
The  scholastic  population  of  the  count}^  in  1850 
was  thirty-seven  hundred,  and  the  school  fund  was 
fourteen  hundred  and  forty-two  dollars.  The  capi- 
tal invested  in  manufactures  in  the  countj^  in  1850 
was  sixty-six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty 
dollars. 

In  the  year  1860,  fort^^-four  years  after  the  first 
cabin  was  built,  the  total  population  of  the  county 
was  11,217.  Of  this  number  9,600  were  wiiites, 
1,650  were  slaves;  and  the  voting  population  of 
the  county  was  1,650. 

At  this  date  four  of  the  first  settlers  were  still 
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living.  They  had  lived  to  see  a wilderness  changed 
to  the  habitation  of  civilized  man.  The  Indian 
and  his  dog  were  gone  to  retnrii  no  more.  The 
wild  heasts  had  been  slain  or  had  left  for  the  Mis- 
sissippi swamps,  where  tljej-  could  ro:im  unmo- 
lested the  white  man.  The  once  wild  cane- 
brake-lands  on  the  east  and  the  beautiful  uplands 
on  the  west  were  fast  changing  into  nice  farms, 
and  everywhere  peace  and  prosperity  seemed  to 
reign  supreme. 

At  this  date  the  citizens  of  Hardin  County  knew 
not  the  terrible  fate  that  awaited  them.  The 
Hation  was  soon  to  he  convulsed  a mighty 
Ivebellion,  which  would  change  peace  to  coiifnsion, 
torn  joy  into  mourning,  and  stain  the  land  with 
-blood. 

For  the  history  of  the  civil  war  as  it  occurred  in 
Hardin  County,  we  refer  tire  reader  to  the  next 
chapter. 


o 

o 


Second. 

ft  e © I ^ i P ©Y^  a r 


CHAPTER  X. 


Introductory  Remarks. 

one  knows  the  trouble  and  horror  of 
war  unless  they  have  lived  through  a 
war  and  beheld  it  in  all  its  scenes.  The 
hoys  and  girls  of  to-day  know  nothing  of 
the  great  Rebellion  that  occurred  over  twenty 
years  ago.  They  know  comparatively  nothing  of 
what  the  poor  soldiers  went  through  before  they 
were  allowed  to  return  to  their  homes  and  live  in 
peace.  They  do  not  know  the  hardships  that  the 
gray-headed  fathers  of  to-day  went  through  while 
staying  at  home  and  trying  to  make  a support  for 
their  families. 

The  little  boys  and  girls  of  to-day  have  not  the 
faintest  idea  of  the  places  sought  out  for  the  con- 
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cealment  of  property,  and  the  means  used  in  pre- 
venting its  discovery  by  the  roving  bands  of  sol- 
diers that  frequented  the  country  in  the  absence  of 
the  regular  army. 

No  one  can  estimate  the  amount  of  bloodshed, 
the  agonies  of  the  wounded  and  dying,  or  the 
hardships  endured  in  war,  for  it  is  beyond  tlie 
power  of  the  tongue  to  tell  or  the  pen  to  describe. 
No  one  can  tell  the  sad  effect  of  war  more  tlian 
those  who  have  beheld  it  with  their  ejms,  beard 
it  with  their  ears,  and  felt  the  full  pressure  of  it 
in  many  battles. 

We  will  now  picture  to  the  reader  as  best  we 
can  the  appearance  of  the  great  civil  war  in  Har- 
din County  from  the  beginning  to  the  close. 

THE  BEGINNING  — VOTING  — BARBECUE  — DRAFT  — FED- 
ERAL GUNBOATS — THE  FEDERAL  ARMY. 

When  it  was  known  that  a war  was  approadi- 
ing,  those  who  had  experienced  war-times,  and 
those  who  bad  beard  their  ancestors  relate  stories 
of  the  Revolution,  and  the  tiamhle  caused  and  mis- 
chief done  by  the  Tory  bands,  looked  on  the  ap- 
proaching Rebellion  with  terror,  for  they  expected 
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a repetition  of  what  they  had  learned  of  past 
wars;  while  a few  persons  said  it  would  only  be 
sport  and  all  over  in  one  j^ear,  but  they  doubtless 
thought  quite  different  before  the  end  of  five  years. 

The  first  thing  the  citizens  were  asked  to  do  was 
to  vote  “Separation”  or  “No  Separation.”  A few 
leaders  said,  “Vote  the  State  out  of  the  Union 
and  the  war  will  stop.”  Hardin  County  voted  to 
stay  in  the  Union,  but  the  State  went  out  by  some 
means,  and  the  war  came  on,  as  might  have  been 
expected.  The  militia  were  ordered  to  meet  regu- 
larly to  be  drilled  at  the  “muster-grounds,”  which 
were  at  Old  Town,  for  the  east  side  of  the  river, 
and  at  the  Perkins  place,  on  the  Savannah  and 
Adamsville  road,  for  the  west  side  of  '^'e  river. 
The  little  boys  even  got  to  meeting  regularly  and 
drilling  as  best  they  knew  with  wooden  guns  and 
swords,  and  oftentimes  they  would  have  sham  bat- 
tles, in  which  one  party  would  represent  Yankees 
and  the  other  Pebels.  The  place  selected  for 
these  sliam  battles  was  on  some  rocky  hill  where 
the  boys  could  have  access  to  munitions  without 
much  trouble. 

In  the  summer  of  1861  a grand  barbecue  was 
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given  to  aid  the  Sou  I hern  cause  at  Shady  Grove 
Cliurch,  two  miles  Avest  of  Saltillo.  The  orator 
on  that  day,  in  a lengthy  speech,  greatly  entreated 
the  young  men  to  enlist  aud  fight  for  the  “Sunny 
South,”  and  ofttimes  he  would  unfurl  to  the  breeze 
the  “stars  and  bars”  amid  loud  cheering  by  the 
multitude.  After  speaking  there  was  a call  for 
volunteers,  and  at  the  same  time  the  few  who  had 
previously  enlisted  paraded  on  their  horses  around 
the  old  camp-meeting  arbor,  with  small  flags  at- 
tached to  their  horses’  heads.  There  was  many  a 
youth  on  that  day,  no  doubt,  who  wished  that  he 
was  a man,  so  that  he  could  join  the  then  apparent 
braves.  But  few  of  those  volunteers  lived  to  sec 
the  war  closed,  and  but  very  few  live  to-day  to 
tell  of  their  parade  and  barbecue  at  Shady  Grove 
Church. 

One  year  afcer  the  barbecue  the  citizens  were 
forced  to  give  up  their  guns,  and  men  Avere  ap- 
pointed to  receive  them  at  the  various  precincts, 
after  Avhich  they  Avere  placed  in  the  care  of  the 
colonel  of  the  militia,  Avho  examined  them,  and 
thosn  that  did  not  iill  a certain  measure  were  re- 
turned to  the  owners.  The  rest  Avere  de[)osited  at 
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Coflee  LancliDg’  and  at  Savannah,  where  they  re- 
mained until  taken  by  the  gunboat. 

The  next  thing  to  come  up  wns  the  ‘‘draft”  in 
the  fall  of  18G1.  Those  drafted  were  posted  at 
Savannah,  the  county  capital,  where  the  little  reg- 
iment remained  until  the  following  February, 
under  command  of  Col.  Crews. 

Before  leaving  borne  each  soldier  was  ordered  to 
supply  himself  with  a uniform  of  brown  jeans 
cloth,  with  a black  stripe  running  up  each  leg  of 
his  pants.  Those  who  were  too  poor  to  supply 
themselves  with  a uniform  received  donations 
from  their  relatives  and  friends. 

When  this  regiment  was  fully  organized  at  Sa- 
vannah the  men  received  such  arms  as  had  been 
taken  from  the  citizens  and  stored  away  there, 
consisting  of  small  squirrel  rifles  and  double-bar- 
rel shot-guns.  This  little  regiment  remained  at 
Savannah  very  pleasantl}^  until  the  7th  of  Febru- 
ary, 18G2.  On  that  day  several  steamboats  passed 
up  llie  river  at  full  speed,  and  all  the  bailing  that 
could  be  done  would  not  bring  them  to  land  nor 
check  their  speed.  As  one  of  the  boats  was  pass- 
ing Savannah,  a passenger  jumped  into  the  river 
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and  swam  ashore,  and  related  the  news  of  the  fad 
of  Fort  Henry,  and  said  the  gunboats  were  cer- 
tainly coming.  The  news  spread  in  all  directions 
very  soon,  and  while  some  of  the  citizens  were  re- 
joicing, others  were  trembling  with  fear,  for  there 
had  been  so  many  hideous  stories  told  about  the 
Yankees  that  many  didn’t  know  whether  they 
would  see  human  beings  or  not.  Some  few  persons 
were  foolish  enough  to  believe  that  a gunboat  was 
like  unto  some  monstrous  animal  ol  an  amphib- 
ious nature,  that  would  devour  the  people  on  both 
the  river  and  the  land. 

In  the  summer  of  1861  the  Confederates  com- 
menced building  a gunboat  at  Cerro  Gordo,  which 
they  named  “ Eastport.”  She  was  about  half  com- 
pleted when  the  workmen  received  news  of  the 
fall  of  Fort  Ileniy.  To  keep  the  Eastport  from 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Yankees,  prepara- 
tions were  made  to  sink  her  as  soon  as  they  knew 
for  a fact  that  the  Federal  gunboats  were  coming. 
A man  was  stationed  on  the  bluff  with  his  gun, 
and  when  the  Union  boats  appeared  in  sight  he 
was  to  shoot  as  a signal  for  two  men  to  chop  a 
hole  in  the  Rebel  boat,  and  let  her  sink  to  be  seen 
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no  more.  On  the  evenlno:  of  It'ebruary  7th,  near 
ttie  ])Our  of  seven,  the  watchman  discovered  the 
Tyler,  Lexington,  and  Conestoga  steaming  slowly 
np  the  river.  He  fired  and  the  boats  returned  the 
fire  with  two  shells,  one  of  which  penetrated  the 
ground  near  the  watchman’s  feet.  He  fled  and 
the  men  on  the  Eastport  fled  too,  without  accom- 
plishing their  purpose. 

The  three  boats  ran  up  near  the  Hebei  boat  and 
anchored.  On  the  following  day  the}^  proceeded 
up  the  river,  captured  the  citizens’  guns  stored  at 
Coffee  Landing  and  at  ISavannah,  and  returned. 

The  regiment  of  Confederates  at  Savannah  did 
stay  to  see  the  gunboats,  but  left  in  haste  on  the 
night  of  tlie  7th  for  ITashville.  From  there  they 
went  to  Corintli,  Miss.,  where  they  remained  a 
short  time,  but  before  the  battle  at  Shiloh  they 
had  nearly  all  deserted  and  either  returned  home 
or  joined  the  Union  army.  Several  of  the  drafted 
boys  were  at  home  on  furlough  when  the  gun- 
boats fired  their  cannons  at  Cerro  Gordo,  and 
they  never  tried  to  catch  up  with  their  regiment, 
but  enlisted,  some  on  the  gunboats  and  others  in 
Sherman’s  army. 
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In  a few  days  the  gunboats  left  with  the  East- 
port  for  the  Ohio  River.  She  v:as  completed  and 
sent  to  do  service  on  a river  in  Arkansas,  but  it  is 
said  she  never  proved  profitable  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Many  of  the  citizens’  guns  were  returned  to 
them  the  next  trip  of  the  gunboats. 

THE  FEDERAL  ARMY  MOVES  TO  SAVANNAH. 

On  the  10th  of  March  the  Federal  army  began 
to  move  from  Fort  Ilenr}'  up  the  Tennessee  River. 
This  was  a grand  sight  to  the  citizens  living  along 
the  river,  and  day  after  day  great  crowds  of  men 
and  women  assembled  on  the  river  bank  to  gaze  at 
the  long  line  'of  steamers  loaded  with  the  inuch- 
talked-of  and  long-expected  Yankees.  Manj^  citi- 
zens were  so  excited  that  the}^  seemed  to  forget 
their  homes  and  all  the  expected  dangers  of  the 
war,  and  appeared  to  be  drawn  as  by  some  great 
attractive  power  to  the  river,  whei-e  they  would 
stand  and  greet  the  hoys  in  blue  with  loud  hur- 
rahs for  the  Union  and  its  tlsg,  to  which  the  sol- 
diers on  the  boats  would  clieerfully  respond. 

One  division  of  the  army  went  to  Crumi)’s  Land- 
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ing,  where  it  remained  till  the  Shiloh  battle,  and 
live  divisions  stopped  at  Savannah,  where  they  re- 
niained  a few  days,  and  then  moved  to  Pittsburg 
Landing. 

Gen.  Grant  made  his  head-quarters  at  the  Cherry 
mansion  at  Savannah  until  the  Shiloh  battle. 


CHAPTER  XL 


The  Battle  of  Shiloh. 


°“^]Sr  the  west  bank  of  the  Tennessee  River 


c> 

,•/ 


lies  the  spot  where  this  great  battle  was 
fought,  and  includes  the  greater  part  of 
the  Fifteenth  Civil  District.  (See  map.) 
On  the  east  side  of  the  battle-field  is  the 
river;  on  the  north,  Snake  Creek;  on  the  west. 
Owl  Creek;  and  on  the  south.  Lick  Creek.  The 
south-west  corner  of  the  field  is  without  any 
boundary,  and  it  was  through  this  pass,  which  is 
about  three  miles  wide,  that  the  whole  Confed- 
erate force  moved  into  battle.  The  memorable 
Shiloh  Church  stood  two  and  a-half  miles  south- 
west of  Pittsburg  Landing,  was  a log  structure, 
and  under  control  of  the  Methodists.  The  soil  is 
poor,  and  a more  unprofitable  spot  of  land,  per- 
haps, could  not  have  been  selected  in  the  county 
suitable  for  a battle-ground,  and  with  less  loss  to 
the  county.  The  ground  is  not  cut  up  by  any 
streams  of  account.  Only  a few  small  brooks  are 
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to  be  met  with.  From  the  top  of  the  ridge  divid- 
ing the  waters  of  Snake  and  Lick  Creeks  the 

O 

ground  slopes  gradually  toward  said  creeks. 

Let  us  now  notice  the  arrans^ements  made  for 
the  great  approaching  battle.  We  see  the  Federals, 
thirty-eight  thousand  strong,  move  out  toward  Shi- 
loh Church  and  erect  their  tents.  We  doubt 
whether  those  Union  soldiers  once  thought,  as 
they  were  moving  out  from  Pittsburg  Landing  on 
the  17th  of  March,  that  three  weeks  from  then 
those  hills  and  valleys  would  be  stained  with  blood 
and  covered  with  the  bodies  of  four  thousand  brave 
men.  Here  nearly  one  hundred  thousand  men 
were  soon  to  meet  in  a battle  that  would  destroy 
the  timber  and  cause  the  earth  beneath  to  become 
the  last  resting-place  of  four  thousand  civilized 
men  (?). 

The  Federal  army,  numbering  about  thirty-eight 

/ 

thousand,  and  composed  of  five  divisions,  formed 
a line  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  reaching  from 
the  ford  on  Owl  Creek,  via  Shiloh  Church,  to  the 
ford  on  Lick  Creek.  The  division  commanders 
were  Sherman,  McClernand,  Prentiss,  Hurlbut, 
and  W.  H.  L.  Wallace.  Gen.  Grant  was  over  all. 
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The  Confederate  force,  numbering  about  forty 
thousand,  left  Corinth,  Miss.,  on  the  3d  of  April, 
but  on  account  of  bad  roads  did  not  get  into  posi- 
tion for  battle  till  the  morning  of  the  6th.  Gen. 
Johnston’s  intention  was  to  capture  the  Federal 
army  at  Shiloh  before  Gen.  Buell  arrived  with  re- 
enforcements. The  Confederate  army  moved  into 

battle  early  Sunday  morning,  arrayed  in  three 

\ 

lines.  The  first  and  front  line  was  commanded 
by  Gen.  Hardee;  the  second,  by  Gen.  Bragg;  and 
the  third,  by  Gens.  Polk  and  Breckinridge.  Gen. 
Johnston  was  chief  commander  and  Gen.  Beaure- 
gard was  second  in  command. 

In  this  battle  neither  army  was  supplied  with 
breastworks,  and  so  it  had  to  be  an  open-lield 
fight,  except  what  protection  the  timber  gave. 

The  intention  of  the  Confederates  was  to  sur- 
prise the  Federals  in  their  camps,  and  so  they  did. 
The  Yankees  were  not  expecting  so  large  and  dar- 
ing a force  upon  them  at  so  early  an  hour  in  the 
day. 

FIRST  day’s  fight. 

About  six  o’clock  Sunday  morning  a clnarge  was 
made  on  the  Federals  while  many  of  them  were  ii) 
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their  tents.  Soon  the  battle  became  general  all 
along  the  Federal  line,  and  with  frightful  fury. 
Here  commeuced  such  a scene  as  Hardin  County 
had  never  witnessed.  With  all  the  fury  of  mad- 
dened desperation  eighty  thousand  combatants 
hurled  themselves  against  each  other.  The  smoke 
from  the  guns  arose  and  spread  over  the  country 
for  man 3^  miles  in  all  directions,  and  crowds  of  cit- 
izens gathered  on  the  distant  hills  to  listen  to  “the 
cannon’s  opening  roar.” 

In  this  battle  neighbor  often  faced  neighbor, 
brother  faced  brother,  and  hoys  who  had  been 
playmates  from  youth  and  classmates  in  school 
met  here  to  put  an  end  to  eacli  other’s  existence. 
All  day  long  the  battle  raged,  and  every  effort  was 
made  b}^  the  Itebel  commanders  to  carry  out  Clen. 
Johnston’s  orders.  Wliile  leading  a Tennessee 
regiment  in  a charge,  Gen.  Johnston  was  mortally 
wounded,  and  died  in  a short  time.  Gen.  Beaure- 
gard now  took  command. 

About  five  o’clock  in  the  evening  Gen.  I’rentiss 
and  about  two  thousand  of  his  men  were  sur- 
rounded and  ca.ptured,  l)ut  not  without  gi’cat  loss 
to  the  Rebels  in  killed  and.  wounded.  I’be  Fed- 
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erals  were  forced  back  until  their  line  extended 
from  Pittsburg  Landing  west  to  the  mouth  of  Owl 
Creek.  This  was  late  Sunday  evening.  The  Con- 
federates now  advanced  in  mighty  force,  and 
fought  as  if  they  intended  to  drive  their  enemy 
into  the  river  or  force  him  to  surrender.  It  was 
now  a critical  time  with  the  boys  in  blue;  it  was 
conquer  or  surrender — no  chance  to  retreat. 

The  citizens  living  miles  away,  who  had  listened 
attentively  to  the  roar  of  cannon  from  early  morn, 
could  tell  when  this  critical  moment  came  by  the 
diflerent  sound  produced  by  the  shell-guns  on  the 
Tyler  and  Lexington,  which,  up  to  this  time,  had 
not  been  used;  but  now  the  shells  from  these  boats 
came  whizzing  through  the  timber,  exploding  in 
the  air  and  on  the  ground,  greatly  terrifying  the 
advancing  enemy.  The  destructive  fire  from  the 
Federal  artillery  on  the  bluff  near  the  river  and 
the  preconcerted  fire  from  the  infantry  soon 
checked  the  advancing  columns  of  the  Confeder- 
ates, and  they  soon  fell  back  to  the  camps  left  by 
the  Federals  in  the  morning. 

Thus  ended  the  first  day’s  fight.  The  loss  on 
both  sides  was  heavy.  The  Confederates  had  lost 
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their  most  daring  leader,  and  the  Federals  one 
brave  commander,  Gen.  W.  II.  L.  Wallace. 

Sunda}^  night  Ibe  Federals  were  reenforced  by 

« 

Gen.  Bnell’s  army  and  Gen.  Lew.  Vv^ allace’s  divis- 
ion; and,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  rain  that 
niglit,  the  Federal  commanders  got  every  thing 
perfected  and  in  readiness  for  the  approaching  dajn 

SECOND  day’s  eight. 

Earlj^  Monday  morning  the  two  armies  ap- 
proached each  other  for  a final  struggle,  and  the 
scene  was  nearly  equal  to  the  one  on  the  previous 
day.  At  times  the  Confederate  columns  seemed 
determined  to  hold  their  ground,  but  the  hoys  in 
blue  faced  the  cruel  tempest  wdth  coui-nge  and  de- 
termination, until  finally  in  the  afternoon  the 
Confederates  retreated  toward  Corinth,  Miss. 

The  Federal  loss  in  this  battle  wms  1,735  killed 
and  7,882  wounded.  The  Confederate  loss  has  not 
been,  as  yet,  correctly  ascertained,  but  thought  to 
be  about  1,800  killed  and  over  8,000  wounded. 

Tfms  ended  a liloody  battle,  one  in  whi<di  the 
carnage  was  so  great  tliat  the  battle-field  is  com- 
monly called  ‘■'■Shiloh’s  dark  and  Idood.n  qroiindS 


CHAPTER  XII. 


After  the  B 'a  t tee. 

^ 0 anxious  were  citizens  living  for  many 
miles  around  the  battle-field  to  learn  the 
result  of  the  battle,  and  he  ready  to 
search  for  a brother  or  friend  among  the 
dead  or  wounded,  that  many  set  out  on  the 
morning  of  the  7th,  and  assembled  at  Savannab, 
Crump’s  Landing,  and  other  places  near  by,  and 
on  Tuesday  men  could  be  seen  searching  among 
tlie  dead  for  a lost  brother  or  son. 

Several  days  after  the  battle  a widow"  lady  came 
from  one  of  the  Eastern  cities  to  search  for  the 
grave  of  her  son,  wTo  was  said  to  be  among  the 
slain.  His  grave  had  been  marked  by  a soldier, 
who  wrote  the  boy’s  name  on  a piece  of  board  and 
placed  it  at  the  head  of  the  grave.  After  search- 
ing several  days  the  mother  found  it.  She  sig- 
nalled with  her  handkercbief  to  some  soldiers  who 
w"ere  aiding  in  tbe  search,  and  wmre  some  distance 
away,  and  then  fell  on  her  knees  with  her  arms 
over  the  little  mound  of  earth. 
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One  gentleman  who  was  permitted  to  ride  over 
the  battle-field  on  the  day  following  the  battle  in 
search  of  his  brother,  who  was  supposed  to  be 
among  the  slain,  describes  the  scene  to  us  as  being 
a sad  one.  Says  be:  ‘‘In  many  places  I saw  dead 
men  lying  so  thick  that  I could  have  walked  on 
them  for  -'Some  distance  without  touching  the 
ground,  and  in  a few  places  the  dead  were  so 
thick  that  they  appeared  to  me  to  be  in  heaps. 
Often  dead  bodies  were  seen  lying  across  each 
other.” 

“ 0 who  the  woes  of  war  can  tell, 

And  paint  its  horrors  true  and  well?” 

Among  the  many  who  fell  on  the  Federal  side 
wuis  little  Henry  Ibark,  the  drummer-boy.  Some 
soldier  who,  perk  view^ed  the  dying  scene  of 
this  brave  boy,  penned  the  following  lines  shortly 
after  the  battle,  entitled 

THE  DRUMMER-BOY  OF  SHILOH. 

On  Sbiloli’s  dark  and  blood}^  ground 
The  dead  and  wounded  lay: 

Among  them  was  a drummer-boy. 

Who  beat  the  diuim  that  day. 

A Avounded  soldier  raised  him  u]:> — 

ITis  drum  lay  by  his  side 
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He  raised  his  eyes  and  clasped  his  hands, 
And  prayed  before  he  died : 

“Look  down  upon  this  battle  group, 
Though  there  are  heavenly  friends. 
Have  mercy  on  our  sinful  souls.” 

Each  soldier  cried,  Amen. 


“Look  down  upon  this  battle-field  ” — 
Each  brave  knelt  and  cried, 

And  listened  to  the  drummer-boy. 
Who  prayed  before  he  died. 


“ Lear  mother,”  cried  the  drummer-boy, 

“ Look  down  from  heaven  on  me ; ? 
Have  mercy  on  our  sinful  souls, 

O take  me  home  to  thee ! 

“ I love  my  country  as  inj^  God, 

To  serve  them  both  I’ve  tried.” 

He  raised  his  eyes  and  clasped  his  hands, 
And  pra^md  before  he  died. 

“Lear  mother,”  cried  they  like  a child — 
Stout  hearts  were  they,  and  brave; 

The  flag,  it  was  his  winding  sheet — 

They  laid  him  in  his  grave. 


One  wrote  upon  a simple  board — 
These  words  are  for  a amide — 

O 

“ To  all  who  mourned  the  drummer -boy 
Who  prayed  before  he  died.'' 


Angels  round  the  throne  of  grace, 

Lool:  down  upon  the  brave, 

\Y]io  fought  and  died  on  Shiloh’s  plains, 
How  slumb’rina:  in  thoia’rave. 


AN  fP: 
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There’s  many  a liome  made  desolate, 

There’s  many  a heart  made  sigh, 

There’s  manj^  like  the  drummer-hoy. 

Who  pra}^ed  before  he  died. 

For  months  after  the  battle  great  crowds  of  citi- 
zens visited  the  field.  Many  carried  provisions, 
camped,  and  staid  for  days  viewing  a sight  they 
had  never  seen  before,  and  we  hope  will  never  be 
seen  again  in  this  great  Kepublic  of  ours.  This 
was  a silent  place  to  visit  all  alone,  for  no  living 
thing  was  to  be  seen,  except  great  numbers  ot 
house  cats,  creeping  silentl}^  about  here  ,and  yon- 
der. The  buzz  of  a fiy  could  be  heard  occasion- 
ally, but  the  sweet  song  of  the  birds  was  silent  as 

the  moldering  braves.  The  timber  was  cut  down, 

% 

and  much  of  it  torn  into  shreds,  as  if  a tornado 
had  swept  through  the  forest. 

-V.- 

“ This  field  of  carnage  lowly  lies. 

On  Tennessee’s  west  verdant  shore; 

It  ])oints  us  back,  with  tearful  eyes. 

To  scenes  of  strife,  of  blood,  and  gore; 

Tells  us  where  the  striving  brothers 
Of  our  own  blessed  country  met; 

O the  gi’ief  the  heart  now  sinothei’S — 

Just  think,  the  eaidh  with  blood  was  ^\'et ! ” 


CHAPTER  XIII. 


Close  of  the  Wak — National  Cemetery. 


the  Shiloh  battle  until  the  close  of 

f| 


m 


the  Rebellion  the  citizens  were  dis- 
turbed but  very  little  by  regular  troops, 
but  armed  bands  that  shunned  the  regular 
^ army  created  confusion  now  and  then. 

The  rivor  being  protected  by  gunboats,  enabled 
the  needy  citizens  to  procure  supplies  from  the 
North  until  the  war  was  over.  In  order  to  get 
what  he  wanted,  a man  had  to  prove  to  the  Fed- 
eral authorities  that  he  had  been  loyal  to  the 
United  States  during  the  war.  Before  this  the 
people  had  to  manufacture  their  own  clothing  as 
best  they  could,  and  use  wheat  in  the  place  of 
coffee. 

In  the  spring  of  1865  the  news  of  Gen.  Lee’s 
surrender  to  Gen.  Grant  on  the  6th  of  April  was 
received.  The  people  knew  now  that  the  Rebell- 
ion was  about  over,  and  of  course  there  was  some 
rejoicing.  It  was  not  long  until  peace  was  pro- 
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claimed,  and  the  soldiers  that  had  escaped  death 
began  to  return  home  to  leave  no  more  for  the 
battle-field.  The  dark  cloud  of  war  that  had 
overshadowed  the  I7ation  had  disappeared,  it  was 
hoped,  to  rise  no  more. 

The  county  now  presented  a different  appear- 
ance to  what  it  did  in  1860 ; in  fact,  it  almost 
seemed  like  a new  county.  The  four  years  of  war 
had  caused  small  game  to  become  plentiful;  even 
the  deer  and  turkey,  that  were  scarcely  seen  before 
the  war,  were  numerous  in  places.  The  catamount 
screamed  occasionally,  and  the  black  bear  was  to 
be  seen  now  and  then.  As  soon  as  it  was  known 
that  a man  could  hunt  without  being  molested,  the 
hollow  trees  were  robbed  of  their  old  rusty  guns, 
and  then  there  was  such  a killing  of  game  as  had 
not  been  known  since  the  first  settling  of  the 
county. 

Notwithstanding  the  people  seemed  rejoiced  at 
the  news  of  peace,  the  war  had  left  a stain  that  a 
century  could  not  remove.  There  was  a hatred 
between  citizens  that  seemed  destined  to  last-  as 
long  as  time,  and  then  the  morals  of  the  people 
had  been  greatly  debased  from  what  thc}^  were  be- 
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fore  the  war.  Common  schools  had  nearly  been 
forgotten,  and  many  a child  had  grown  up  without 
even  the  knowledge  of  a school-house. 

If  some  one  had  told  the  people  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  of  what  they  would  have 
to  endure  and  of  the  condition  of  the  county  at 
the  close,  he  would  have  been  scorned  at  and 
called  a fool.  During  that  dreadful  time  it  was  a 
common  thing  to  see  the  ladies  filling  the  places  of 
their  husbands  or  brothers  at  the  plow-handles. 
But  few  owned  a horse,  and  most  of  the  plowing 
was  done  with  oxen. 

Most  of  the  church,  school,  and  gin-houses  were 
burnt  long  before  the  close  of  the  war,  but  it  was 
not  long  after  peace  was  made  until  improvements 
began  rapidly. 

The  news  of  peace  was  received  by  the  people  as 
joyful  tidings — more  joyful  than  if  the  horrors 
of  the  war  had  been  less  than  they  were.  But  it 
was  a hard  matter  to  rejoice  much  or  long  at  a 
time,  for  much  of  the  sad  effect  of  war  was  still 
visible,  especially  to  the  farmers.  Instead  of 
wealth  and  prosperity  existing  as  before  the  war, 
the  county  bore  a sad  appearance.  The  farms  that 
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in  1860  looked  beantilul  and  fall  of  life  were  now 
much  ovei’grown  with  bushes  and  briers,  and,  of 
course,  looked  desolate  to  the  spectator  who  viewed 
them  before  the  Rebellion.  The  fencing  was 
much  decayed,  torn  down,  and  in  many  places  had 
been  burned  up  b}^  passing  armies. 

As  soon  as  the  civil  law  was  declared  in  force 
lawsuits  began  between  citizens  for  property  taken, 
and  for  other  damages  done,  during  the  war. 
These  suits  lasted  only  a few  years,  and  are  now 
nearly  forgotten,  as  they  should  be,  by  citizens 
living  in  the  same  county,  and  working  for  their 
own  good,  and  desiring  the  happiness  and  the 
friendship  of  others  around  them. 

NATIONAL  CEMETERY. 

On  the  bluff  at  Pittsburg  Landing  is  now  the 
beautiful  cemetery,  within  whose  walls  sweetl3^  rest 
the  bodies  of  the  Federal  slain.  The  first  thing 
that  attracts  the  eye  of  the  visitor  on  entering  this 
city  of  the  dead  is  the  beautiful  little  grave,  the 
last  resting-place  of  Henry  Burk,  of  whom  we 
have  already  spoken. 

The  following  lines,  written  by  a gentleman  who 
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visited  this  spot  several  years  ag’O,  are  very  well 
addressed  to  the  many  who  go  every  year  to  gaze 
on  this  silent  city : 

“ Tread  softly  o’er  those  sacred  streets, 

Pausing  once  to  place  a flower 
O’er  one  whose  life  and  all  its  sweets 
Yielded  to  battle’s  power. 

Sweetly  reposing  here  lies  one, 

And  beside  him  rests  another; 

Tins,  a fond  mother’s  only  son. 

That,  a tender  sister’s  brother.” 

Those  who  fell  in  defense  of  the  Union  lie  here 
properly  honored,  hut  how  is  it  with  those  who 
fell  on  the  opposite  side?  Out  yonder  beneath  the 
forest’s  shade  lie  the  inoldering  bodies  of  two 
thousand  hj*ave  men  without  a tombstone  to  mark 
their  last  resting-place.  Their  graves,  like  the 
cause  they  fought  to  sustain,  are  lost,  lost! 

We  will  now  close  our  histor}^  of  that  war 
whose  horrors  were  so  gi-eat  that  “no  tongue  can 
tell,  no  pen  describe  them  as  they  were.” 


E?ai^t  ©hii^d. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

The  County  in  Generae- 
EaRTH  WORKS. 


Ancient 
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5&^^|ARDIIsr  COUNTY’S  pl\ysical  features  auII 


V' 

§ be  noticed  iu  this  chapter. 


The  iength  of  the  county  from  north  to 
south  is  about  thirty  miles,  and  its  greatest 
width,  from  east  to  west,  about  tweuty-onc. 
It  is  bounded  ou  the  east  by  Y^ayoe;  on  the  north 
by  Decatur  and  Henderson;  on  the  west  by  Ches- 
ter and  McNairy ; and  on  the  south  by  Tisliarningo 
County,  in  Mississippi,  and  Lauderdale  Couidy,  in 
Alabama.  It  will  thus  ho  seen  that  no  less  than 
seven  different  counties  touch  the  borders  of  Har- 
din. No  county  in  the  State  is  hounded  by  so 


many. 
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By  reference  to  a geological  map  of  Tennessee, 
you  will  find  that  Hardin  County  lies  mostly  in 
the  sixtli  natural  division  of  the  State,  known  as 
the  Western  Valle}^,  or  the  Valley  of  the  Tennes- 
see Eiver.  The  depth  of  this  valley  below  the 
highlands  that  bound  it  on  the  east  is  about  five 
hundred  feet,  and  below  the  highlands  on  the 
west  it  is  about  three  hundred  feet.  The  high- 
water  level  at  Hamburg  is  three  hundred  and 
ninety-two  feet  above  the  sea. 

Hardin  contains  six  hundred  and  ten  square 
miles,  and  is  divided  into  sixteen  civil  districts, 
and  these  into  seventy-five  public  school  districts. 
By  reference  to  the  map  you  will  see  that  some 
districts  are  much  cut  up  by  creeks,  while  others 
are  nearly  destitute  of  any  streams.  It  will  thus 
be  seen  that  no  less  than  five  creeks  cross  the 
Tirteenth  District,  while  the  Fifteenth  has  but  one 
running  through  its  north-west  corner. 

From  the  Tennessee  River  many  wide  valleys 
run  out  and  extend  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
county.  Those  of  Indian  and  Hardin’s  Creeks 
on  the  east  and  White  Oak  Creek  on  the  west 
are  the  longest.  The  vallej^s  of  Indian,  Har- 
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din’s,  and  Horse  Creeks  are  the  richest  in  the 
county.  The  land  within  them  is  generally  occu- 
pied, and  is  in  a good  state  of  cultivation.  The 
creek  valleys  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  are  not 
so  fertile  as  those  on  the  east,  beincr  too  much  of  a 
clayey  nature — too  low  and  wet  for  nice  farming. 
The  valley  of  White  Oak  Creek  is  very  large,  and 
has  some  good  farming  land  in  it,  but  the  farmers 
are  often  much  troubled  in  the  spring  and  fall  by 
the  backwater  from  the  river,  which  somelimes 
runs  up  the  creek  beyond  the  limits  of  the  county. 

The  Tennessee  River  enters  the  county  on  the 
south  and  runs  a winding  coarse,  curving  toward 
the  west,  until  it  reaches  Cerro  Gfordo;  from  there 
its  general  course  is  north  to  Point  Pleasant;  from 
here  it  runs  for  several  miles  in  a north-east  direc- 
tion, forming  the  line  b(Jtween  Hardin  and  Deca- 
tur. ■ 

The  most  noted  bluffs  on  the  river  are  Pyburn’s, 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  county,  named  after 
the  man  who  first  settled  there;  Coffee  Bluff,  near 
Coffee  Landing,  named  from  the  coffee  sand,  of 
which  it  is  principally  composed ; and  Swallow 
Bluff,  below  Point  Pleasant,  on  the  Decatur  side. 
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was  so  named  from  the  great  number  of  swallows 
that  inhabited  the  rocky  structure.  There  are 
only  four  islands  in  the  river  in  this  county — Dia- 
aiond,  which  was  so  named  from  its  shape;  Wolf, 
named  after  a man  by  that  name;  Delaney’s, 
named  after  Jacob  Delaney,  who  once  owned  it; 
and  Eagle-nest,  named  for  the  steamboat  that  sunk 
near  it.  This  island  was  called  James’s  Island 
until  after  the  Ea«^le  sunk  near  it. 

It  is  thought  that  the  Tennessee  Diver  occupied 
a ditierent  channel  in  places  to  what  it  does  now, 
as  sign  of  an  old  river  bed  is  plainly  marked  out 
in  places  by  the  long  and  wide  ponds  on  both  sides 
of  the  present  channel.  At  one  time  far  back  in 
the  past  the  river,  no  doubt,  left  the  present  chan- 
nel at  the  foot  of  Coffee  Bluff’,  and  ran  near  the 
highlands  on  the  west  till  it  reached  the  bluff* 
above  Craven’s  Landing;  then  in  a northern  direc- 
tion, near  the  hills  on  the  west  side,  to  near  the 
mouth  of  White  Oak  Creek;  then  turned  north- 
eastward and  edged  the  highlands  on  the  east  side, 
and  entered  the  present  channel  below  Point 
Pleasant;  or  it  followed  along  the  highlands  to 
where  Laden’s  mill  now  stands,  and  then  down 
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the  present  clninnel  of  Indian  Creek.  The  large 
ponds  formed  this  old  river  bed  are  being 
drained  of  late  years  by  means  of  ditching  and  til- 
ing, and  where  once  stood  large  bodies  of  water  is 
now  the  richest  land  in  the  river  bottom. 

The  general  course  of  the  larger  creeks  on  the 
east  side  of  the  river  is  nearly  north-wmst,  wdiile 
on  the  west  side  they  run  nearly  due  east  to  the 
river.  The  largest  creek  on  the  wmst  side  is  White 
Oak.  It  wms  so  called  on  account  of  the  vast 
amount  of  white  oak  timber  along  the  stream. 
This  little  river  is  formed  b}^  the  junction  of  Little 
White  Oak  and  a large  creek  coming  down  from 
the  north,  called  Middleton’s  Creek,  which  was 
named  after  John  Middleton,  who  was  the  first  to 
settle  near  it.  The  creeks  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river  are  generally  muddy  and  tlieir  currents  slow, 
and  do  not  appear  so  swift  and  beautiful  as  those 
on  the  opposite  side.  vSnake  Creek,  which  nins 
zigzsg  around  the  north  side  of  the  great  battle- 
ground,  and  into  the  river  at  the  head  of  I)ia,mond 
Island,  was,  perhaps,  named  from  the  great  num- 
ber of  snakes  killed  on  it  dui’i ng  the  first  settling 
ot  that  part  of  the  county.  Lick  Creek,  which 
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bounds  the  great  battle-ground  on  the  south,  was 
named  from  the  deer-licks  in  its  bottoms.  Cham- 
bers’s Creek,  dividing  the  hfinth  and  Tenth  Dis- 
tricts, was  named  after  John  Chambers. 

Passing  over  to  the  east  side  of  the  river,  we 
find  Hardin’s  Creek,  which  was  named  after  one 
of  the  first  settlers.  Col.  James  Hardin;  and  In- 
dian Creek,  so  called  by  the  Indians;  and  Swift 
Creek,  so  called  ou  account  of  its  swift  current. 
This  stream  is  now  called  Horse  Creek,  and  re- 
ceived that  name  in  the  }mar  1820  from  a number 
of  liorse  thieves  being  caught  near  it. 

The  eastern  part  of  the  county  is  cpiite  different 
in  appearance  and  formation  from  the  v/estern 
part,  being  underlaid  mostly  with  limestone.  The 
uplands  to  a great  extent  are  very  broken,  being 
cut  up  by  high  hills,  between  which  lie  deep  and 
almost  perpendicular  hollows,  at  whose  heads 
burst  forth  beautil’ul  and  never-failing  springs. 

The  western  part  of  the  county  is  not  so  broken 
as  the  eastern,  except  in  the  southern  part,  in  the 
Hinth  and  Tenth  Districts,  where  the  hills  appear 
almost  like  mountains. 

The  uplands  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  are 
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generally  too  broken  for  convenient  farming,  but 
the  valle^^s  of  Indian,  Hardin’s,  and  Horse  Creeks, 
and  the  Tennessee  • Hiver  bottom,  famish  an 
abundance  of  fine  farming  land,  adapted  to  the 
raising  of  corn  and.  wheat,  but  not  so  well  for  cot- 
ton as  the  western  part  of  the  county.  The  sur- 
face of  the  western  part  is  much  more  level  than 
the  eastern.  The  soil  is  not  only  adapted  to  corn 
and  wheat,  but  is  very  well  suited  to  cotton. 

When  we  come  to  examine  the  formations  of  the 
two  divisions  of  Hardin,  we  find  quite  a differ- 
ence. The  western  part  is  composed  almost  wholly 
of  sand  and  clay,  and  a limestone  rock  is  seldom 
seen.  The  formation  of  the  east  side  of  the  river 
is  principally  limestone. 

There  are,  perhaps,  more  fine  springs  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  county  than  in  the  western 
part,  but  they  do  not  furnish  so  great  a variety  of 
water.  In  passing  over  the  western  part  of  the 
county  we  find  plenty  of  wells  and  springs  of  cop- 
peras, freestone,  and  sulphur  water.  One  of  the 
largest  sulphur  fountains  in  the  county  is  one  mile 
south-west  of  Saltillo.  It  is  about  ei^Iit  hundred 

o 

feet  deep,  and  is  called  the  ‘‘Sulphur  Wed.”  The 
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flow  ot  watei’  from  this  spring  is  snfficieiit  to  make 
a considerable  brook. 

At  this  })lace  is  a large  ‘Aleer  lick/’  and  the 
Kanawha  Salt  Company,  examining  this  place 
many  years  ago,  decided  that  the  salt  found  on  the 
top  of  the  ground  at  this  lick  came  from  under- 
nealh,  and  by  boring  down  salt  water  could  be 
found;  so  the}^  hired  a man  by  the  name  of  Wind- 
sor to  work  until  he  found  salt  water.  Work  was 
begun  in  the  year  1835,  and  continund  for  two 
years,  or  until  Windsor  died.  He  was  to  work  at 

fifty  dollars  a month  till  he  found  salt  water,  if  it 

• 

took  his  life-time.  When  Windsor  died  the  work 
stopped,  and  the  well  is  now  only  used  as  a place 
of  summer  resort  for  the  young  folks.  Perhaps 
nothing  of  in^portance  will  ever  be  carried  on  at 
this  well,  as  it  is  near  enough  to  be  overflowed  bv 
the  backwater  of  the  river  at  its  highest  stage. 

O O 

The  Gan  Spring,  near  Saltillo,  was  once  a great 
place  of  amusement  foi’  young  folks.  This  spring 
is  about  seven  feet  in  diameter,  and  furnishes  a 
large  supply  of  water.  Several  years  ago,  if  a fence- 
rail  was  cast  into  it,  instead  of  being  thrown  up, 
it  was  drawn  downward,  and  seen  no  more.  This 
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drawing  downward  is,  perhaps,  caused  by  a large 
underground  stream  with  which  the  spring  is 
connected.  This  is  clearly  proven  from  the  fact 
that  near  the  mouth  of  the  spiing  branch,  when 
the  river  is  very  low,  you  can.  see  a lai’gc  spring 
out  in  the  river  casting  up  water  and  sand. 

In  the  bTintli  District  are  some  very  noted 
springs  called  the  White  and  Red  Sulphur  Springs. 
This  is  a beautiful  place  for  summer  resort,  the 
ground  being  covered  principally  with  flint-rocks. 

Over  the  'western  part  of  the  county  many  semi- 
artesian  wells  are  to  be  met  with.  These  are  only 
to  be  found  where  it  is  necessary  to  go  below  the 
green  sand-bed  to  get  good  'vnater.  In  boring 
these  wells  many  curiosities  are  met  with  in  going 
through  the  two  great  sand  formations  that  under- 
lie West  Hardin.  examining  the  bluffs  at 

Coffee,  Crump’s,  and  Pittsburg  Landings,  one  can 
get  a grand  view  of  these  two  sand  layers.  The 
lowest  of  the  tw^o  formations  is  the  coffee  sand, 
whicli  contains  scales  of  mica,  sometimes  woody 
fragments,  converted  more  or  less  into  lignite,  or 
brown  coal;  and  even  trunks  of  trees  are  often 
met  with  in  digging  deep  wells.  Above  this  for- 
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mation  lies  the  green  sand,  or  shell- bed,  which 
contains  great  unnibers  of  fossils  and  grains  of  a 
greenish  mineral.  Sometimes  wood  and  leaves 
are  seen,  bnt  not  so  abundantly  as  in  the  cofiee 
sand. 

When  we  come  to  examine  the  geological  struct- 
ure, we  hnd  quite  a difference  between  East  and 
West  Hardin.  The  sands  and  clays  of  West  Har- 
din do  not  extend  to  any  considerable  extent  east 
of  the  Tennessee  River.  West  Hardin  lies  in  that 
great  trough  where  once  existed  the  ancient  ocean, 
with  one  of  its  rocky  sides  far  over  in  Arkansas 
and  the  other  now  washed  by  the  Tennessee  River. 
That  such  an  ocean  did  exist  there  can  be  but  lit- 
tle question.  It  is  thought  to  have  extended  as 
far  north  as  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  River,  and  that 
by  the  gradual  upheavel  of  the  land,  and  the  sub- 
sequent retiring  of  the  sea,  this  arm  of  the  ancient 
ocean  was  finally  covered  by  the  waters  of  the 
Mississippi  River.  Then  were  deposited  the  sand, 
gi’avel,  clay,  and  loam  that  are  to  be  seen  in  West 
Tennessee.  It  was  during  that  period  that  the 
shells,  woody  fragments,  and  trunks  of  trees  were 
deposited  in  the  coffee  sand  and  shell-bed  forma- 
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tions,  of  which  we  have  already  spoken.  The 
great  gravel  bed  of  West  ITai’din  extends  onl}^  for 
a few  miles  west  of  the  river,  near  enough  to 
the  surface  to  be  met  with  in  digging  ordinary 
wells,  but  the  green  and  coffee-  sand  beds  spread 
out  for  miles  west  and  north-west  through  the 
county.  The  eastern  limit  of  the  green  sand  bed 
is  on  a line  from  the  foot  of  Coffee  Bluff  north 
across  White  Oak  Creek  to  the  north  boundary 
line  of  the  county.  What  we  mean  by  this  eastern 
limit  is  that  the  green  sand  is  near  enough  to  the 
surface  to  prevent  good  water  being  obtained  when 
it  is  necessary  to  dig  or  bore  to  a depth  of  from 
forty  to  fifty  feet. 

As  we  have  already  said,  many  curiosities  are 
found  in  this  great  sand  bed  in  digging  deep  wells. 
Sometimes  quantities  of  shells,  woody  fragments, 
and  even  large  logs,  are  met  with  from  forty  to 
sixt}^  feet  under  ground.  In  one  well,  among  the 
many  containing  curiosities  that  wm  Ijave  exam- 
ined, water  was  struck  about  sixty  feet  from  the 
surface  in  what  appeared  to  be  a bed  of  logs  and 
limbs  of  trees.  Just  how  this  timber  became  lo- 
cated at  such  a depth  has  been  a great  puzzle  to 
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those  who  do  not  understand  the  history  of  the 
formations  of  West  Tennessee. 

JTo  limestone  of  account  is  seen  west  of  the 
river,  except  in  the  Ninth  District.  The  hills  and 
valleys  of  the  Thirteenth  District  are  almost  des- 
titute of  rocks  of  any  kind.  The  gravel  bed  is 
plainly  seen  on  Miles’s  Branch,  west  of  Saltillo, 
but  occurs  no  more  west  of  here  in  the  Thirteenth 
District. 

The  upland  lying  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
Twelfth  District  is  level,  and  would  be  the  nicest 
spot  for  farming  in  the  county  if  the  soil  was  pro- 
ductive. But  the  river  bottom  that  lies  around 
this  district  furnishes  abundance  of  line  land  to 
the  farmers  who  dwell  on  this  level  region.  The 
western  portion  of  this  district  is  broken  and  cut 
up  by  small  streams,  along  which  lie  excellent 
farming  lands.  The  hills,  many  of  them,  are  cov- 
ered with  small  gravel. 

As  we  travel  south  from  the  Twelfth  District  we 
find  tlm  country  somewhat  broken — the  good  land 
lying  in  the  river,  creek,  and  branch  bottoms. 
After  crossing  Lick  Creek  we  find  the  Tenth  and 
Ninth  Districts  the  most  hilly  portion  on  the  west 
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side  of  the  river;  and  here  we  find  a difi*erent  for- 
mation, a formation  which  properly  beloiigs  to  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river.  Here  is  to  be  seen  the 
lower  Helderberg  formation,  which  consists  of  a 
fossiliferous  bluish  limestone.  This  formation  lies 
below  the  coffee  and  green  sand  beds,  of  which  we 
have  already  spoken,  and  it  is  from  the  rocks  of 
this  formation,  and  from  the  black  shale  forma- 
tion, that  sometimes  lie  just  above,  that  sulphur 
wmter  fiows — that  is,  water  impregnated  with  snl- 
phnretic  hydrogen  gas. 

Looking  back  over  the  western  part  of  the 
countjg  we  see  that  the  soil  on  the  uplands,  as  a 
general  thing,  is  not  so  productive  as  the  river  and 
creek  bottoms,  bnt  that  much  of  it  lies  in  a shape 
to  be  easily  improved. 

Let  us  now  cross  over  to  the  east  side,  near  the 
State  line,  and  examine  the  eastern  part  of  the 
county. 

Here  we  find  the  Eighth  District  containing  a 
similar  formation  to  the  Ninth  — the  hills  are 
high  and  the  rocks  flinty.  Dry  Creek  rises  in  the 
eastern  part  of  this  district,  runs  for  several  miles 
in  a western  direction,  until  it  strikes  a higli  hill. 
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where  it  sinks  into  a large  cave,  and  is  seen  no  more 
till  it  flows  out  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  hill, 
near  the  town  of  Walnut  Grove,  forming  the  Big 
Spring.  If  we  travel  in  a northern  direction  from 
the  Eighth  District,  we  find  the  country  continues 
hilly,  and  between  many  of  the  hills  lie  deep  and 
almost  perpendicular  hollows.  The  beds  of  the 
creeks  and  branches  are  rocky,  and  great  forma- 
tions of  gray  and  blue  limestone  appear  now  and 
then  in  the  bluffs  on  the  creeks  and  sides  of  the 
hills. 

A few  miles  east  of  Savannah,  on  a small  stream, 
is  a fine  outcrop  of  hydraulic  limestone,  which,  by 
being  exposed  to  water,  has  the  appearance  of 
black  shale.  This  formation  lies  below  the  Helder- 
berg,  and  it  is  from  this  rock  that  hydraulic  cement 
is  made.  This  formation  appears  very  prominent 
at  several  places  on  Horse  and  Indian  Creeks  and 
near  the  town  of  Clifton.  On  Indian  Creek,  at 
Laden’s  mill,  is  quite  a bluff  of  this  rock,  and  be- 
fore the  war  a company  rented  this  mill  and  manu- 
factured cement  for  some  time. 

The  eastern  part  of  the  county  has  plenty  of 
good  building  stone,  but  up  to  the  present  time 
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but  little  use  has  been  made  of  it.  The  most 
noted  beds  of  marble  occur  ou  the  river  north  of 
Savannah,  and  on  Hardin’s  Creek,  near  the  cross- 
ing of  the  Savannah  and  Clifton  road. 

In  the  valleys  of  Indian  and  other  creeks  we 
find  the  blue  limestone  predominating,  and  in  the 
blufif  at  Savannah  appears  the  meniscus,  or  fossil- 
iferous  limestone,  which  lies  below  the  Ilelderberg. 
The  rich  lands  lying  in  the  creek  bottoms  of  In- 
dian, Hardin’s,  and  Horse  Creeks  are  based  princi- 
pally on  this  formation. 

In  the  north-east  corner  of  the  county  are  many 
bald  hills,  or  more  commonly  known  as  “bald 
knobs,”  which  are  destitute  of  vegetation,  and  are 
covered  with  oyster-like  shells  and  petrified  bodies 
of  insects. 

On  the  tops  of  many  of  the  high  ridges  the  soil 
is  red,  and  is  often  mistaken  for  the  poorest  soil  in 
the  county,  but  it  is  far  from  it.  The  soil  is  col- 
ored by  the  iron  in  the  rocks.  This  red  soil  is  gen- 
erally very  productive,  and  is  to  be  seen  not  onl}^ 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  but  spots  of  it  occur 
on  the  west  side,  in  the  Twelfth  District. 


98 


HISTORY  OF  HARDIN  COUNTY. 


TIMBER. 

The  forest  of  Hardin  has  a greater  variety,  and 
perhaps  more  valuable  timber,  than  any  county  in 
the  State.  There  are  as  many  as  six  species  of  oak, 
viz.,  the  white  oak,  red  oak,  black  oak,  willow 
oak,  chestnut  oak,  and  post  oak.  The  white  oak 
grows  principally  in  the  Tennessee  River  bottom 
and  the  large  creek  bottoms,  and  is  converted  ex- 
tensively into  staves,  and  of  late  years  much  is  be- 
ing rafted  and  carried  down  the  river  to  Paducah 
and  other  northern  cities.  The  hickory  is  very 
plentiful  in  the  large  bottoms,  from  which  the  ax- 
handle  factory  at  Clifton  is  supplied.  The  cypress 
is  used  very  extensively  for  wmll-curbing  and  shin- 
gles. The  pine  forest  extends  over  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  Third  District  and  the  northern  part 
of'^the  First  and  Second.  This  forest  furnishes  the 
county  with  plenty  of  timber  for  pine  lumber. 
The  other  varieties  are  the  cedar,  the  chestnut, 
elm,  persimmon,  sugar  and  other  maples,  poplar, 
sassafras,  black  walnut,  birch,  beech,  and  ash. 

WILD  ANIMALS. 

In  the  first  days  of  civilization  this  part  of  the 
State  Was  well  stocked  with  wild  animals,  but  now 
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the  larger  ones  are  not  to  be  seen,  except  occasion- 
ally a deer  or  a bear  passes  tbrongb.  The  panther, 
wild  cat,  and  wolf  have  long  since  disappeared, 
and  now  only  the  gray  and  red  fox,  raccoon,  opos- 
sum, muskrat,  rabbit,  squirrel,  mink,  otter,  and 
beaver  can  be  seen.  The  latter  lives  in  the  river 
bottom,  where  be  builds  bis  house  of  wood  and 
mortar  across  the  large  ponds  or  old  river  bed. 

BIRDS. 

The  wild  turkey — the  hunter’s  choice  bird — is 
found  in  some  parts  of  the  county,  but  as  a general 
thing  they  are  scarce.  Wild  ducks  are  numerous 
in  the  winter  season  in  the  river  and  laro;e  creeks. 
Hawks,  owls,  whip-poor-wills,  blue-birds,  snipes, 
crows,  mocking-birds,  partridges,  robins,  martins, 
and  black-birds  are  still  numerous.  There  are  not 
so  many  black-birds  now  as  at  the  close  of  the 
civil  war;  then  they  were  very  plentiful,  and  a 
great  pest  to  the  farmer.  At  an  early  day  a small 
bird,  called  the  paroquet,  visited  this  jtart  in  great 
numbers  in  the  spring  season,  and  subsisted  on 
cockle-burs,  but  it  has  been  many  years  since  their 
last  visit. 
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FISH. 

The  river  and  creeks  in  Hardin  abound  in  fine 
fish,  sncli  as  the  cat-fish,  trout,  perch,  pike,  eel, 
and  buffalo.  Ho  county  in  the  State,  except  Lake, 
is  so  plentifully  supplied  with  fish  as  Hardin.  The 
principal  way  of  procuring  them  is  by  means  of 
traps  in  the  creeks  and  trout-lines  and  nets  in  the 
river. 

DOMESTIC  ANIMALS. 

Stock-raising  promises  to  he  a profitable  occu- 
pation in  the  county.  Horned  cattle,  horses, 
mules,  and  hogs  are  the  most  important.  Sheep- 
raising could  be  made  profitable,  but  it  has  been 
much  neglected  of  late  years  on  account  of  the 
laws  not  being  sufficiently  stringent  to  protect 
sheep  from  the  ravages  of  the  dogs. 

ANCIENT  EAETH- WORKS. 

Hardin  Count}^  doubtless,  has  more  signs  of  an 
ancient  people  than  any  county  in  the  State.  All 
over  the  western  part  of  the  county  little  mounds 
and  walls  of  earth  meet  the  traveler’s  eye. 

On  the  east  side  of  Middleton’s  Creek,  a short 
distance  north  of  Baker’s  mill,  is  a wall  of  earth 
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four  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  length.  It  com- 
mences at  the  creek,  near  the  mill,  and  curves 
around  northward  to  the  creek  again,  taking  in 
about  four  acres  of  land,  on  which  stands  a mound 
covering  about  half  an  acre  of  ground,  and  rising 
eighteen  feet  above  the  level  of  the  held.  Be- 


tween the  wall  and  the  creek  is  a trench,  plainly 
to  be  seen,  from  where  the  earth  was  taken  to 
build  the  mound  and  wall.  The  wall  at  its  north 
end  is  about  fifteen  feet  in  height,  bnt  diminishes 
in  elevation  as  iKapproaches  the  creek  near  the 
mill,  where  it  is  barely  traceable.  The  mound  at 
this  fortification  has  been  thoroughly  examined. 
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iind  found  to  contain  a vast  amount  of  human 
bones;  in  fact,  the  mound  appears  to  have  been 
almost  made  of  human  bodies. 

ISTear  Hester’s  mill,  in  the  north-west  corner  of 
the  county,  are  some  considerable  earth-works. 


Several  years  ago  an  oval-shaped  piece  of  lode- 
stone  was  taken  from  one  of  the  mounds  at  this 
place.  It  is  about  tlie  size  of  a hen-egg,  and  so 
nicely  dressed  that  when  suspended  *by  a string 
one  of  its  ends  points  north  and  the  other  south. 

A short  distance  below  Savannah,  in  the  river 
bottom,  are  several  mounds  and  much  sign  of  the 
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ancient  bnilders.  But  the  most  remarkable  fabrics 
of  that  pre-historic  race  are  on  the  east  bank  of 
the  river,  where  Savannah  now  stands.  At  this 
place  a ridge  of  high  land  makes  to  the  river  be- 
tween two  ravines,  the  mouths  of  wdiich  are 
nearly  one  mile  apart.  A line  of  fourteen  mounds 
runs  parallel  with  the  river  from  one  ravine  to  the 
other,  some  of  them  covering  half  an  acre  of 
ground,  and  rising  from  ten  to  thirty  feet  above 
the  common  level.  These  mounds  stand  back 
about  seven  hundred  feet  from  the  turn  of  the 
bluff,  and  are  of  different  sizes,  the  largest  and 
tallest  occupying  a position  near  the  middle  of  the 
line.  A zigzag  wall  of  earth,  accompanied  by  a 
deep  trench,  commences  at  the  mouth  of  one  ra- 
vine and  curves  around  to  the  mouth  of  the  other, 
taking  yi  the  mounds  and  a considerable  amount 
of  countr}^  back  of  them.  Several  years  ago,  while 
a citizen  of  Savannah  was  examining  one  of  these 
mounds,  he  found  a copper  wedge  and  eiglit  co[>- 
per  pulleys.  The  wedge  is  about  four  inches  long 
and  half  an  inch  at  the  thicker  end,  and  the 
wheels  of  the  pulleys  are  about  an  inch  and  a-half 
in  diameter  and  one  inch  thick.  Here  certainly 
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was  a city  of  the  Mound  Builders.  The  wall,  per- 
haps, was  erected  for  purposes  of  self-defense  and 
the  mounds  for  watch-towers  or  bouses.  Some 
think  that  here  was  the  Indian  town  where  De  Soto 
stopped  for  several  months  while  on  his  way  to  dis- 
cover the  ‘^Father  of  Waters,”  and  that  he  left  the 
wedge  and  pulleys,  and  the  Indians  buried  them  in 
the  mound.  This  supposition  may  be  true,  but 
we  have  no  history  telling  us  that  De  Soto  went  as 
far  down  the  Tennessee  River  as  Savannah. 

As  far  as  we  have  examined  the  mounds  in  this 
county,  we  find  that  many  of  them  contain  char- 
coal in  the  center  of  their  base  This  causes  some 
to  believe  they  were  thrown  up  for  places  of  hab- 
itation. Whether  this  be  true  or  false,  we  cannot 
tell.  Some  think  the  bones  found  in  these  mounds 
were  deposited  by  the  Mound  Builders.  This  we 
cannot  believe,  from  the  fact  that  the  bones  found 
in  many  of  them  are  in  too  good  a state  of  preser- 
vation to  be  contemporary  with  the  mounds.  They 
certainly  were  deposited  by  the  present  race  of  In- 
dians. 

“ W^ho  were  the  Mound  Builders?”  is  a ques- 
tion that  has  not  yet  been  answered.  And  scieh- 
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tific  men  have  so  far  failed  to  tell  us  for  what  pur- 
pose these  fabrics  were  erected.  The  oldest  Indian 
cannot  tell.  He  says  they  were  here  when  he  came. 
These  ancient  people  have  disappeared  and  left 
nothing  but  mounds  and  walls  of  earth  for  us  to 
guess  at  the  time  of  their  habitation  in  this 
country. 


CHAPTER  XV. 


Concluding  Review. 

-11  1 • /-•  1 T T • 

E will  now  close  our  view  of  the  leading 
incidents  in  the  history  of  Hardin 
County.  We  began  with  the  first  set- 
tlement at  the  Altum  Spring,  in  the  First 
District,  in  the  summer  of  1861,  and  will 
now  close  with  a view  which  exhibits  the  county 
in  1880,  with  a total  population  of  14,969,  divided 
among  the  sixteen  Civil  Districts  as  follows:  First 
and  Second,  1,344;  Third,  1,051;  Fourth,  2,659; 
Fifth  and  Fourteenth,  970;  Sixth,  1,373;  Seventh, 
670;  Eighth,  970;  Xinth  and  Tenth,  1,191;  Elev- 
enth and  Sixteenth,  1,128;  Twelfth,  1,483;  Thir- 
teenth, 1,645 ; Fifteenth,  585.  Of  the  total  popula- 
tion, 12,775  are  white,  the  remainder  colored;  and 
7,334  are  males  and  7,459  females.  The  average 
population  per  square  mile  is  24.  The  total  num- 
ber of  inliabitants  in  Savannah  at  this  date  was 
993,  and  in  Saltillo  250. 

Only  two  of  the  first  settlers  are  living  at  this 
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date  to  tell  the  tale — one  at  th.e  age  of  82  and  the 
other  at  the  age  of  70. 

There  are  413  persons  in  the  county  who  are  60 
3^ears  old  and  over,  and  two  over  100  years. 

The  scholastic  population  of  the  county  in  1883 
was  6,247.  Of  this  number  5,419  are  whites  and 
828  are  colored.  During  this  year  (1883)  certifi- 
cates of  qualification  were  issued  to  78  white 
teachers  and  19  colored  teachers.  In  1840  the  total 
white  population  was  7,910;  in  1850  it  was  9,040; 
in  1860  it  was  9,600,  and  in  1880  it  was  12,775.  The 
colored  population  in  1840  was  330;  in  1850, 1,288; 
in  1860,  1,650;  and  in  1880,  2,018. 

The  census  report  for  1880  shows  that  iti  the 
year  1879  there  vvere  72,446  acres  of  land  culti- 
vated in  the  county;  and  of  this  number,  12,859 
acres  were  in  cotton,  which  yielded  5,345  bales; 
and  30,909  acres  in  corn,  which  yielded  799,739 
bushels;  and  3,387  acres  in  oats,  which  yielded 
35,620  bushels;  and  5,445  acres  in  wheat,  which 
yielded  29,248  bushels.  By  comparing  the  above 
with  the  report  of  the  county  in  1850,  we  find  quite 
an  increase  in  the  amount  of  produce  raised  in  the 
county  then  and  in  1879. 
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Let  US  now  notice  the  improvement  ma;de  in 
two  of  the  largest  towns  since  they  were  founded. 
The  town  of  Savannah  has  a different  appearance 
to  what  it  did  in  1821.  Instead  of  gum-pole 
cabins,  we  see  many  fine  buildings.  This  town 
has  ten  retail  stores,  two  drug-stores,  two  hotels — 
the  East  Hotel,  near  the  public  square,  and  the 
Kendal  House,  near  the  river,  which  was  built  by 
John  Kendal,  a sou  of  the  first  hotel-keeper  in  the 
county.  Instead  of  the  gum-log  court-house  of 
1832,  we  see  a ten-thousand-dollar  brick  building; 
and  ill  the  eastern  part  of  town  is  the  Female  Col- 
lege, a commodious  brick  building. 

When  we  return  to  Saltillo  we  find  it  has  risen 
to  a beautiful  little  town  of  nearly  three  hundred 
inhabitants,  and  has  several  nice  buildings.  We 
see  a large  framed  Male  and  Female  Academy,  one 
hotel,  Masonic  Hall,  Presbyterian  Church,  one 
drug-store,  and  eight  retail  diy- goods  houses. 
More  cotton  and  staves  are  shipped  annually  from 
Saltillo  than  from  any  town  in  the  county. 

Several  villages  have  appeared  in  the  last  few 

.1 

years,  such  as  Walnut  Grove,  in  the  southern  part; 
Lowery ville,  on  TJorse  Creek;  Olive  Hill,  on  In- 
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dian  Creek;  Sliilohville,  in  the  southern  part; 
New  Town,  a mile  east  of  Savannah,  containing  a 
population  of  several  hundred  colored  people;  and 
Sibley,  in  the  Twelfth  District,  is  another  negro 
town.  In  each  of  the  colored  villages  a regular 
school  is  kept  up  during  the  year,  and  well-trained 
teachers  are  employed.  As  a general  thing,  the 
colored  people  all  over  the  county  are  making 
rapid  progress  in  education. 

Kind  reader,  you  have  now  seen  how  the  cane- 
brakes  disappeared;  how  the  wild  hunting- 
grounds  of  the  savage  have  been  changed  into 
lields  of  profit  in  the  space  of  sixty-nine  yeai’s  by 
the  hand  of  civilized  man.  You  Inave  seen  our 
county  for  forty -five  years  rise  to  the  eve  of  groat 
prosperity,  then  suddenly  convulsed  by  a mighty 
Kebellion  tljat  spread  desolation  far  and  wide  and 
stained  the  fields  with  blood;  and  Ave  have  seen 
the  county  struggling  upward  from  that  war  for 
twenty  years,  which  brings  us  to  the  present  time. 

Now  Ave  must  close  our  History  of  Hardin 
County.  Hoping  that  the  progress  made  in  the 

future  may  be  as  great  as  in  the  past,  Ave  bid  you 
a kind  good-by. 
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CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  STATE  OF  TENNESSEE. 


We,  the  Delegates  and  Representatives  of  the  people  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  duly  elected,  and  in  Convention  assembled, 
in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Assembly,  have  ordained  and  estab- 
lished the  following  Constitution  and  form  of  government  for 
this  State,  which  we  I'ecommend  to  the  people  of  Tennessee 
for  their  ratification : that  is  to  say — 

ARTICLE  I. 

Declauatiok  oe  Rights. 

Section  1.  That  all  povcer  is  inherent  in  the  people,  and  all 
free  governments  are  founded  on  their  authority,  and  insti- 
tuted for  their  peace,  safety,  and  happiness;  for  the  advance- 
ment of  those  ends  they  have,  at  all  times,  an  unalienable  and 
indefeasible,  right  to,  alter,  reform,  or  abolish  the  government 
in  such  manner  as  the}'’  may  think  propei’. 

Sec.  2.  That  government  being  instituted  for  the  common 
benefit,  the  doctrine'  of  non-resistance  against  arbitrary  powei’ 
and  oppression  is  absurd,  slavish,  and  destructive  of  the  good 
and  happiness  of  mankimh 

Sec.  o.  That  all  men  have  a natural  and  indefeasible  right 
to  worship  Almighty  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  tlu'ir 
own  conscience;  tliat  no  man  can,  of  right,  lie  comj’ee'lh'd  1o 
attend,  erect,  or  support  any  place  of  worship,  or  to  maintain 
any  minister,  against  his  consent;  that  no  human  anlhoi'ity 
can,  in  any  case  whatever,  control  or  interfere  with  the  rights 
of  conscience;  and  that  no  jneference  shall  evc'r  be  given,  by 
law,  to  any  religious  establishment  or  mode  of  w'orship. 

Sec.  4.  That  no  political  or  religious  test,  other  than  an  oath 
to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  Dnited  States  ami  of  this 
State,  shall  ever  be  required  as  a qualilication  to  any  office  or 
public  trust  under  this  State. 
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Sec.  5.  That  elections  shall  be  free  and  equal,  and  the  right 
of  suffrage,  as  hereinafter  declared,  shall  never  be  denied  to 
any  person  entitled  thereto,  except  upon  a conviction  by  a 
jury  of  some  infamous  crime,  previously  ascertained  and  de- 
clared by  law,  and  judgment  thereon  a court  of  compe- 
tent jurisdiction. 

Sec.  6.  That  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  remain  invio- 
late, and  no  religious  or  political  test  shall  ever  be  required  as 
a qualification  for  jurors. 

Sec.  7.  That  the  people  shall  be  secure  in  their  persons, 
l^ouses,  papers,  and  possessions,  from  unreasonable  searches 
and  seizures;  and  that  general  warrants,  whereby  an  ofiicer 
may  be  commanded  to  search  suspected  places,  without  evi- 
dence of  the  fact  committed,  or  to  seize  any  person  or  persons 
not  named,  whose  offenses  are  not  particularly  described  and 
supported  by  evidence,  are  dangerous  to  liberty,  and  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Sec.  8.  That  no  man  shall  be  taken  or  imprisoned,  or  dis- 
seized of  his  freehold,  liberties,  or  privileges,  or  outlawed,  or 
exiled,  or  in  any  manner  destroyed,  or  deprived  of  his  life, 
liberty,  or  property,  but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers  or  the 
law  of  the  land.  ^ ' 

Sec.  9.  That  in  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  hath 
the  right  to  be  heard  by  himself  and  his  counsel ; to  demand 
the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation  against  him,  and  to 
have  a copy  thereof;  to  meet  the  witnesses  face  to  face;  to 
have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  favor  ; 
and  in  prosecutions  by  indictment  or  presentment,  a speedy 
public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  county  in  which  the 
crime  shall  have  been  committed,  and  shall  not  be  compelled 
to  give  evidence  against  himself. 

Sec.  10.  That  no  person  shall,  for  the  same  offense,  be  twice 
put  in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb. 

Sec.  11.  That  laws  made  for  the  punishment  of  acts  com- 
mitted previous  to  the  existence  of  such  laws,  and  by  them 
only  declared  criminal,  are  contrary  to  the  principles  of  a free 
government ; wherefore  no  ex  post  facto  law  shall  be  made. 

Sec.  12.  That  no  conviction  shall  work  corruption  of  blood 
or  forfeiture  of  estate.  The  estate  of  such  persons  as  shall 
destroy  their  own  lives  shall  descend  or  vest  as  in  case  of 
natural  death.  If  any  person  be  killed  by  casualty,  there 
shall  be  no  forfeiture  in  consequence  thereof. 

Sec.  13.  That  no.  person  arrested  and  confined  in  jail  shall 
be  treated  with  unnecessary  rigor. 

Sec.  14.  That  no  person  shall  be  put  to  answer  any  criminal 
charge  but  by  presentment,  indictment,  or  impeachment. 

Sec."15.  That  all  prisoners  shall  be  bailable  by  sufficient 
sureties,  unless  for  capital  offenses,  when  the  proof  is  evident 
or  the  presumption  great.  And  the  privileges  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  unless  when,  in  case  of 
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rebellion  or  invasion,  the  General  Assembly  shall  declare  the 
public  safety  requires  it. 

Sec.  16.  That  excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  ex- 
cessive fines  imposed,  nor  cruel  and  unusual  punishments  in- 
dicted. 

Sec.  17.  That  all  courts  shall  be  open;  and  every  man,  for 
an  injury  done  him  in  his  lands,  goods,  person,  or  reputation, 
shall  have  remedy  by  due  course  of  law,  and  right  and  justice 
administered  without  sale,  denial,  or  delay.  Suits  may  be 
brought  against  the  State  in  such  manner  and  in  such  courts 
as  the  Legislature  may  by  law  direct. 

Sec,  18.  The  Legislature  shall  pass  no  law  authorizing  im- 
prisonment for  debt  in  civil  cases. 

Sec.  19.  That  the  printing  presses  shall  be  free  to  every  per- 
son to  examine  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature,  or  of  any 
branch  or  officer  of  the  government;  and  no  law  shall  ever 
be  made  to  restrain  the  right  thereof.  The  free  communica- 
tion of  thoughts  and  opinions  is  one  of  the  invaluable  rights 
of  man,  and  every  citizen  may  freely  speak,  write,  and  print 
on  any  subject,  being  responsible  for  the  abuse  of  that  liberty. 
But  in  prosecutions  for  the  publication  of  papers  investigating 
the  official  conduct  of  oflicers  or  men  in  public  capacity,  the 
truth  thereof  may  be  given  in  evidence;  and  in  all  indict- 
ments for  libel  the  jury  shall  have  a right  to  determine  the 
law  and  the  facts,  under  the  direction  of  the  court,  as  in  other 
criminal  cases. 

Sec.  20.  That  no  retrospective  law,  or  law  impairing  the  ob- 
ligation of  contracts,  shall  be  made. 

Seo^  21.  That  no  man’s  particular  services  shall  be  demanded, 
or  property  taken  or  applied  to  public  use,  without  the  con- 
sent of  his  representatives,  or  without  just  compensation  be- 
ing made  therefor. 

Sec.  "227  That  perpetuities  and  monopolies  are  contrary  to 
the  genius  of  a free  State,  and  shall  not  be  allowed. 

Sec.  23.  That  the  citizens  have  a right  in  a peaceable  man- 
ner to  assemble  together  for  their  common  good,  to  instruct 
their  representatives,  and  to  apply  to  those  invested  with  the 
powers  of  government  for  redress  of  grievances,  or  other 
proper  purposes,  by  address  or  remonstrance. 

Sec.  24.  That  the  sure  and  certain  defense  of  a free  people 
is  a well-regulated  militia;  and,  as  standing  armies  in  time  of 
peace  are  dangerous  to  freedom,  they  ought  to  be  avoided  as 
far  as  the  circumstances  and  safety  of  the  community  will  ad- 
mit; and  that  in  all  cases  the  military  shall  be  kept  in  strict 
subordination  to  the  civil  authority. 

Sec.  25.  That  no  citizen  of  this  State,  except  such  as  are 
employed  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  or  militia  in  actual 
service,  shall  be  subjected  to  punishment  under  the  martial 
or  military  law.  That  martial  law,  in  the  sense  of  the  unre- 
stricted power  of  military  officers  or  others,  to  dispose  of  the 
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persons,  liberties,  or  property  of  the  citizen,  is  inconsistent 
with  the  principles  of  free  governroent,  and  is  not  confided  to 
any  department  of  the  government  of  this  State. 

Sec.  26.  That  the  citizens  of  this  State  have  a right  to  keep 
and  to  hear  arms  for  their  common  defense.  But  the  Legis- 
lature shall  have  power,  by  law,  to  regulate  the  wearing  of 
arms  with  a view  to  prevent  crime. 

Sec.  27.  That  no  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered 
in  any  house  without  the  consent  of  the  owner ; nor  in  time 
of  war  but  in  a manner  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  28.  That  no  citizen  of  this' State  shall  be  compelled  to 
bear  arms,  provided  he  will  pay  an  equivalent,  to  be  ascer- 
tained by  law. 

Sec.  29.  That  an  equal  participation  in  the  free  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi  is  one  of  the  inherent  rights  of  the  citizens 
of  this  State ; it  cannot,  therefore,  be  conceded  to  any  prince, 
potentate,  power,  person,  or  persons,  whatever. 

Sec.  30.  That  no  hereditary  emoluments,  privileges,  or  horn 
ors,  shall  be  granted  or  conferred  in  this  State.  i , 

Sec.  31.  That  the  limits  and  boundaries  of  this  State  shall 
be  ascertained,  it  is  declared  they  are  as  hereafter  mentioned, 
that  is  to  say : Beginning  on  the  extreme  height  of  the  Stone 
Mountain,  at  the  place  where  the  line  of  Virginia  intersects 
it,  in  latitude  thirty-six  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  north; 
running  thence  along  the  extreme  height  of  said  mountain  to 
the  |)lace  where  the  XVatauga  River  breaks  through  it;  thence 
in  a direct  course  to  the  top  of  the  Yellow  Mountain,  where 
Bright’s  road  crosses  the  same;  thence  along  the  ridge  of  said 
mountain,  between  the  waters  of  Doe  River  and  the  waters 
of  Rock  Creek,  to  the  place  where  the  road  crosses  the  Iron 
Mountain;  from  thence,  along  the  extreme  height  of  said 
mountain,  to  the  place  where  Nolichucky  River  runs  through 
the  same;  thence  to  the  top  of  the  Bald  Mountain;  thence 
along  the  extreme  height  of  said  mountain  to  the  Painted 
Rock,  on  French  Broad  River;  thence  along  the  highest  ridge 
of  said  mountain  to  the  place  where  it  is  called  the  Great 
Iron  or  Smoky  Mountain ; thence  along  the  extreme  height  of 
said  mountain  to  the  place  where  it  is  called  Unicoi,  or  Unaka 
Mountain,  between  the  Indian  towns  of  Co  wee  and  Old 
Chota;  thence  along  the  main  ridge' of  the  said  mountain  to 
the  southern  boundary  of  this  State,  as  described  in  the  act  of 
cession  of  North  Carolina  to  the  United  States  of  America; 
and  that  all  the  territory,  lands,  and  waters,  lying  west  of  the 
said  line,  as  before  mentioned,  and  contained  within  the  char- 
tered limits  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  are  within  the 
boundaries  and  limits  of  this  State,  over  which  the  people 
have  the  right  of  exercising  sovereignty,  and  the  right  of  soil, 
so  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  recognizing  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  and  Constitution  of  North  Carolina,  the'  cession  act  of 
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said  State,  and  the  ordinance  of  Congress  for  the  government 
of  the  territory  north-west  of  the  Ohio ; Provided,  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  extend  to  affect  the  claim  or  claims  of 
individuals  to  any  part  of  the  soil  which  is  recognized  to  them 
by  the  aforesaid  cession  act;  And  provided  also,  that  the  limits 
and  jurisdiction  of  this  State  shall  extend  to  any  other  land 
and  territory  now  acquired,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  acquired, 
by  compact  or  agreement  with  other  States  or  otherwise,  al- 
though such  land  and  territory  are  not  included  within  the 
boundaries  hereinbefore  designated. 

Sec.  32.  That  the  erection  of  safe  and  comfortable  prisons, 
and  the  inspection  of  prisons,  and  the  humane  treatment  of 
prisoners  shall  be  provided  for. 

Sec.  33.  That  slavery  and  involuntary  ser^dtude,  except  as  a 
punishment  for  crime,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly 
convicted,  are  forever  prohibited  in  this  State. 

Sec.  34.  The  General  Assembly  shall  make  no  law  recogniz- 
ing the  right  of  property  in  man. 

ARTICLE  II. 

, Distribution  op  Powers. 

Section  1.  The  powers  of  the  government  shall  be  divided 
into  three  distinct  departments;  The  Legislative,  Executive, 
and  Judicial. 

Sec.  2.  No  person  or  persons  belonging  to  one  of  these  de- 
partments shall  exercise  any  of  the  powers  properly  belonging 
to  either  of  the  others,  except  in  the  cases  herein  directed  or 
permitted. 

The  Legislative  Department. 

Sec.  3.  The  Legislative  authority  of  this  State  shall  be  vested 
in  a General  Assembly,  which  shall  consist  of  a Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  both  dependent  on  the  people,  who 
shall  hold  their  offices  for  two  years  from  the  day  of  the  gen- 
eral election. 

Sec.  4.  An  enumeration  of  the  qualified  voters,  and  an  ap- 
portionment of_  the  Representatives  in  the  General  Assembly, 
shall  be  made  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-one,  and  within  every  subsequent  term  of  ten  years. 

Sec.  5.  The  number  of  Representatives  shall,  at  the  several 
periods  of  making  the  enumeration,  be  apportioned  among 
the  several  counties  or  districts,  according  to  the  number  of 
qualified  voters  in  each,  and  shall  not  exceed  seventy-five, 
until  the  population  of  the  State  shall  be  one  million  and  a 
half,  and  shall  never  exceed  ninety-nine;  Provided,  that  any 
county  having  two-thirds  of  the  ratio  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
member. 

Sec.  6.  The  number  of  Senators  shall,  at  the  several  periods 
of  making  the  enumeration,  be  apportioned  among  the  several 
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counties  or  districts,  according  to  the  number  of  qualified 
electors  in  each,  and  shall  not  exceed  one-third  the  number  of 
Representatives.  In  apportioning  the  Senators  among  the  dif- 
ferent counties,  the  fraction  that  may  be  lost  by  an)'-  county  or 
counties,  in  the  apportionment  of  members  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  shall  be  made  up  to  such  county  or  counties 
in  the  Senate  as  near  as  may  be  practicable.  When  a district 
is  composed  of  two  or  more  counties,  they  shall  be  adjoining, 
and  no  county  shall  be  divided  in  forming  a district. 

Sec.  7.  The  first  election  for  Senators  and  Representatives 
shall  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  November,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seventy ; and  forever  thereafter  elec- 
tions for  members  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  be  held  once 
in  two  years,  on  the  first  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in 
November.  Said  elections  shall  terminate  the  same  day. 

Sec.  8.  The  first  session  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  com- 
mence on  the  first  Monday  in  October,  1871,  at  which  time  the 
term  of  service  of  the  members  shall  commence,  and  expire 
on  the  first  Tuesday  of  November,  1872,  at  which  session  the 
Governor  elected  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  November,  1870, 
shall  be  inaugurated;  and  forever  thereafter  the  General  As- 
sembly shall  meet  on  the  first  Monday  in  January  next  ensu- 
ing the  election,  at  which  session  thereof  the  Governor  shall 
be  inaugurated. 

Sec.  y.  No  person  shall  be  a Representative  unless  he  shall 
be  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  shall  have  been  a citizen  of  this  State  for  three 
years,  and  a resident  in  the  county  he  represents  one  year  im- 
mediately preceding  the  election. 

Sec.  10.  No  person  shall  be  a Senator  unless  he  shall  be  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  of  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and 
shall  have  resided  three  years  in  this  State,  and  one  year  in 
the  county  or  district  immediately  preceding  the  election. 
No  Senator  or  Representative  shall,  during  the  time  for  which 
he  was  elected,  be  eligible  to  any  office  or  place  of  trust,  the 
appointment  to  which  is  vested  in  the  Executive  or  General 
Assembly,  except  to  the  office  of  trustee  of  a literary  insti- 
tution. 

>,Sec.  11.  The  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  when 
assembled,  shall  each  choose  a Speaker  and  its  otlier  officers; 
be  judges  of  the  qualifications  and  elections  of  its  members, 
and  sit  upon  its  own  adjournments  from  day  to  day.  Not  less 
than  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  to  which  each  House  shall 
be  entitled  shall  constitute  a quorum  to  do  business;  but 
a smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may 
be  authorized  by  law  to  compel  the  attendance  of  absent 
members. 

Sec.  12.  Each,  House  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  pro- 
ceedings, punish  fits  members  for  disorderly  behavior,  and, 
with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  expel  a member,  but  not 
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a second  time  for  the  same  offense ; and  shall  have  all  other 
powers  necessary  for  a branch  of  the  Legislature  of  a free 
State. 

Sec.  13.  Senators  and  Eepresentatives  shall,  in  all  cases  ex- 
cept treason,  felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  he  privileged  from 
arrest  during  the  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  in  go- 
ing to  and  returning  from  the  same ; and  for  any  speech  or 
debate  in  either  House  they  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any 
other  place. 

Sec.  14.  Each  House  may  punish  by  imprisonment,  during 
its  session,  any  person  not  a member  who  shall  be  guilty  of 
disrespect  to  the  House,  by  any  disorderly  or  contemptuous 
behavior,  in  its  presence.  .tti,  o 

Sec.  15.  When  vacancies  happen  in^ither  House,  the  Gov- 
ernor for  the  time  being  shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill 
such  vacancies. 

Sec.  16.  Neither  House  shall,  during  its  session,  adjourn 
without  the  .consent  of  the  other,  for  more  than  three  days, 
nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in  which  the  two  Houses  shall 
be  sitting, 

Sec.  17.  Bills  may  originate  in  either  House,  but  may  be 
amended,  altered,  or  rejected  by  the  other.  No  bill  shall  be- 
come a law  which  embraces  more  than  one  subject — that  sub- 
ject to  be  expressed  in  the  title.  All  acts  which  repeal,  revive, 
or  amend  former  laws,  shall  recite  in  their  caption  or  other- 
wise, the  title  or  substance  of  the  law  repealed,  revived,  or 
amended. 

Sec.  18.  Every  bill  shall  be  read  once  on  three  different  days, 
and  be  passed  each  time  in  the  House  where  it  originated, 
before  transmission  to  the  other.  No  bill  shall  become  a law 
until  it  shall  have  been  read  and  passed  on  three  different 
days  in  each  House,  and  shall  have  received  on  its  final  pas- 
sage, in  each  House,  the  assent  of  a majority  of  all  the  mem- 
bers to  which  that  House  shall  be  entitled  under  this  Consti- 
tution; and  shall  have  been  signed  by  the  respective  Speakers 
in  open  session — the  fact  of  such  signing  to  be  noted  on  the 
Journal;  and  shall  have  received  the  approval  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, or  shall  have  been  otherwise  passed  under  the  provis- 
ions of  this  Constitution. 

Sec.  19.  After  a bill  has  been  rejected,  no  bill  containing  the 
same  substance  shall  be  passed  into  a law  during  the  same 
session. 

Sec.  20.  The  style  of  the  laws  of  the  State  shall  be,  “ Be  ii 
enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee.''  No 
law  of  a general  nature  shall  take  effect  until  forty  days  after 
its  passage,  unless  the  same  or  the  caption  thereof  shall  state 
that  the  public  welfare  requires  that  it  should  take  effect 
sooner. 

Sec.  21.  Each  House  shall  keep  a journal  of  its  proceedings, 
and  publish  it,  except  such  parts  as  the  welfare  of  the  State 


118 


CONSTITUTION  OF  TENNESSEE. 


• 

may  require  to  be  kept  secret;  the  ayes  and  noes  shall  be 
taken  in  each  House  upon  the  final  passage  of  every  bill  of  a 
general  character,  and  bills  making  appropriations  of  public 
moneys;  and  the  ayes  and  noes  of  the  members  on  any  ques- 
tion shall,  at  the  request  of  any  five  of  them,  be  entered  on 
the  journal. 

Sec.  22.  The  doors  of  each  House  and  of  Committees  of  the 
Whole  shall  be  kept  open,  unless  when  the  business  shall  be 
such  as  ought  to  be  kept  secret. 

Sec.  23.  The  sum  of  four  dollars  per  day,  and  four  dollars 
for  every  twenty-five  miles  traveling  to  and  from  the  seat  of 
government,  shall  be  allowed  to  the  members  of  each  General 
Assembly  elected  after  the  ratification  of  this  Constitution,  as 
a compensation  for  their  services.  But  no  member  shall  be 
paid  for  more  than  seventy-five  days  of  a regular  session,  or 
for  more  than  twenty  days  of  any  extra  or  called  session ; or 
for  any  day  when  absent  from  his  seat  in  the  Legislature,  un- 
less physically  unable  to  attend.  The  Senators  when  sitting  as 
a court  of  impeachment  shall  receive  four  dollars  per  day  of 
. actual  attendance.  O' 

V . Sec.  24.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  but  in' 
^consequence  of  appropriations  made  by  law ; and  an  accurate 
statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  public  money 
shall  be  attached  to  and  published  with  the  laws  at  the  rise  of 
each  stated  session  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Sec.  25.  No  person  who  heretofore  hath  been,  or  may  here- 
after be,  a collector  or  holder  of  public  moneys,  shall  have  a 
seat  in  either  House  of  the  General  Assembly,  or  hold  any 
other  office  under  the  State  Government,  until  such  person 
shall  have  accounted  for  and  paid  into  the  treasury  all  sums 
for  which  he  may  be  accountable  or  liable. 

Sec.  2G.  No  Judge  of  any  court  of  law  or  equity.  Secretary 
of  State,  Attorney-General,  Register,  Clerk  of  any  court  of 
record,  or  person  holding  any  office  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  shall  have  a seat  in  the  General  Assembly,  nor 
shall  any  person  in  this  State  hold  more  than  one  lucrative 
office  at  the  same  time;  Provided,  that  no  appointment  in  the 
militia,  or  to  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  shall  be  con- 
siderecl  a lucrative  office,  or  operative  as  a disqualification  to 
a seat  in  either  House  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Sec.  27.  Any  member  of  either  House  of  the  General  As- 
sembly shall  have  liberty  to  dissent  from  and  protest  against 
any  act  or  resolve  which  he  may  think  injurious  to  the  public 
or  to  any  i^ndividual,  and  to  have  the  reasons  for  this  dissent 
entered  on  the  journals. 

Sec.  28.  All  property,  real,  personal,  or  mixed,  shall  be 
taxed,  but  the  Legislature  may  except  such  as  may  be  held  by 
the  State,  by  counties,  cities,  or  towns,  and  used  exclusively 
for  public  or  corporation-purposes,  and  such  as  may  be  held  and 
used  for  purposes  purely  religious,  charitable,  scientific,  liter- 
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ary,  or  educational,  and  shall  except  one  thousand  dollars, 
worth  of  personal  property  in  the  hands  of  each  tax-payer, 
and  the  direct  product  of  the  soil  in  the  hands  of  the  producer 
and  his  immecliate  vendee.  All  proj>erty  shall  be  taxed  ac- 
cording to  its  value,  that  value  to  be  ascertained  in  such  man- 
ner as  the  Legislature  shall  direct,  so  that  taxes  shall  be  equal 
and  uniform  throughout  the  State.  No  one  species  of  prop- 
, erty  from  which  a tax  may  be  collected  shall  be  taxed  higher 
than  any  other  species  of  property  of  the  same  value.  But 
the  Legislature  shall  have  power  to  tax  merchants,  peddlers, 
and  privileges,  in  such  manner  as  they  may  from  time  to 
time  direct.  The  portion  of  a merchant’s  capital  used  in 
the  purchase  of  merchandise  sold  by  him  to  non-residents 
and  sent  beyond  the  State,  shall  not  be  taxed  at  a rate  higher 
than  the  ad  valorem  tax  on  property.  The  Legislature  shall 
have  the  power  to  levy  a tax  upon  incomes  derived  from  stocks 
and  bonds  that  are  not  taxed  ad  valorem.  All  male  citizens  of 
this  State  over  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  except  such  per- 
sons as  may  be  exempted  by  law  on  account  of  age  or  other 
infirmity,  shall  be  liable  to  a poll  tax  of  not  less  than  fifty 
cents  nor  more  than  one  dollar  per  annum.  Nor  shall  any 
county  or  corporation  levy  a poll  tax^  exceeding  the  amount 
j I levied  by  the  State. 

Sec.  29.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  poAver  to  author- 
ize the  several  counties  and  incorporated  towns  in  this  State 
to  impose  taxes  for  county  and  corporation  purposes  respect- 
ively, in  such  manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law ; and  all 
property  shall  be  taxed  according  to  its  value,  upon  the  prin- 
ciples established  in  regard  to  State  taxation.  But  the  credit 
of  no  county,  city,  or  town  shall  be  given  or  loaned  to  or  in 
aid  of  any  person,  company,  association,  or  corporation,  except* 
upon  an  election  to  be  first  held  by  the  qualified  voters  of  such 
county,  city,  or  town,  and  the  assent  of  three-fourths  of  the 
votes  cast  at  said  election.  Nor  shall  any  county,  city,  or 
town  become  a stockholder  with  others  in  any  company,  asso- 
ciation, or  corporation,  except  upon  a like  election  and  the 
assent  of  a like  majority.  But  the  counties  of  Grainger,  Haw- 
kins, Hancock,  Union,  Campbell,  Scott,  Morgan,  Grundy,  Sum- 
ner, Smith,  Fentress,  Van  Buren,  and  the  new  county  herein 
authorized  to  be  established  out  of  fractions  of  Sumner,  Ma- 
con, and  Smith  counties.  White,  Putnam,  Overton,  Jackson, 
Cumberland,  Anderson,  Henderson,  Wayne,  Cocke,.  Coffee, 
Macon,  Marshall,  and  Koane  shall  be  excepted  out  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  section,  ^p  far  that  the  assent  of  a majority  of 
the  qualified  voters  of  either  of  said  counties  voting  on  the 
question  shall  be  sufficient,  Avhen  the  credit  of  such  county  is 
given  or  loaned  to  any  person,  association,  or  corporation ; 
Provided,  that  the  exception  of  the  counties  above  named  shall 
not  be  in  force  beyond  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighty,  and  after  that  period  they  shall  be  subject  to  the 
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three-fourths  majority  applicable  to  the  other  counties  of  the 
State. 

Sec.  30.  No  article  manufactured  of  the  produce  of  this 
State  shall  be  taxed  otherwise  than  to  pay  inspection 

Sec.  31.  The  credit  of  this  State  shall  not  be  hereafter  loaned 
or  given  to  or  in  aid  of  any  person,  association,  company,  cor- 
poration, or  municipality ; nor  shall  the  State  become  the 
owner,  in  whole  or  in  part,  of  any  bank,  or  a stockholder  with 
others  in  any  association,  company,  corporation,  or  munici- 
pality. 

Sec.  32.  No  convention  or  General  Assembly  of  this  State 
shall  act  upon  any  amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  proposed  by  Congress  to  the  several , States,  un- 
less such  convention  or  General  Assembly  shall  have  been 
elected  after  such  amendment  is  submitted. 

Sec.  33.  No  bonds  of  the  State  shall  be  issued  to  any  rail- 
road company  which,  at  the -time  of  its  application  for  the 
same,  shall  be  in  default  in  paying  the  interest  upon  the  State 
bonds  previously  loaned  to  it,  or  that  shall  hereafter,  and  be- 
fore such  application,  sell  or  absolutely  dispose  of  any  State 
bonds  loaned  to  it  for  less  than  par. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Executive  Department. 

Section  1.  The  Su]preme  Executive  power  of  this  State  shall 
be  vested  in  a Governor. 

Sec.  2,  The  Governor  shall  be  chosen  by  the  electors  of  the 
members  of  the  General  Assembly,  at  the  time  and  places 
•where  they  shall  respectively  vote  for  the  members  thereof. 
The  returns  of  every  election  for  Governor  shall  be  sealed  up 
and  transmitted -to  the  seat  of  government  by  the  returning 
officers,  directed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  open 
and  publish^ them  in  the  presence  of  a majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  each  House  of  the  General  Assembly.  The  j>erson 
having  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  Governor;  but  if 
two  or  more  shall  be  equal  and  highest  in  votes,  one  of  them 
shall  be  chosen  Governor  b}'’  joint' vote  of  both  Houses  of  the 
General  Assembly.  Contested  elections  for  Governor  shall  be 
determined  by  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  such 
manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. . 

Sec.  3.  He  shall  be  at  least  thirty  years  of  age,  shall  be  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  have  been  a citizen  of 
this' State  seven  years  next  before  his  election. 

Sec.  4.  The  Governor  shall  hold  his  office  for  two”years,  and 
until  his  successor  shall  be  elected  and  qualified.  He  shall 
not  be  eligible  more  than  six  years  in  any  term  of  eight. 

Sec.  5.  He  shall  be  Commander-in-chief  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  of  the  State,  and  of  the  militia,  except  when  they  shall 
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be  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States;  but  the  militia 
shall  not  be  called  into  service  except  in  case  of  rebellion  or 
invasion,  and  then  only  when  the  General  Assembly  shall  de- 
clare by  law  that  the  public  safety  requires  it. 

Sec.  6.  He  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons 
after  conviction,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment. 

Sec-  7.  He  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  a compensation  for 
his  services,  which  shall  not  be  increased  or  diminished  during 
the  period  for  which  he  shah  have  been  elected. 

Sec.  8.  He  may  require  information,  in  writing,  from  the 
officers  of  the  Executive  Department  upon  any  subject  relat- 
i ',0  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices. 


c.  9.  He  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  convene  the 
General  Assembly  by  proclamation,  in  which  he  shall  state 
specifically  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  to  convene ; but 
they  shall  enter  on  no  legislative  business  except  that  for 
which  they  were  specifically  called  together,- 

Sec.  10.  He  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfullly  exe- 
cuted. 

Sec.  11.  He  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the  General 
Assembly  information  of  the  state  of  the  government,  and 
recommend  for  their  consideration  such  measures  as  he  shall 
judge  expedient. 

Sec.  12.  In  case  of  the  removal  of  the  Governor  from  office, 
or  of  his  death  or  resignation,  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
office  shall  devolve  on  tlie  Speaker  of  the  Senate ; and  in  case 
of  the  death,  removal  from  office,  or  resignation  of  the  Speaker 
of  the  Senate,  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  office  shall  devolve 
on  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives. 

Sec.  13.  No  member  of  Congress,  or  person  holding  any  office 
under  the  United  States  or  this  State,  shall  execute  the  office 
of  Governor. 

Sec.  14.  When  any  officer,  the  right  of  whose  appointment 
is  by  this  Constitution  vested  in  the  General  Assembl)^  shall, 
during  the  recess,  die,  or  the  office,  by  the  expiration  of  the 
term,  or  by  other  means,  become  vacant,  the  Governor  shall 
have  the  power  to  fill  such  vacancy  by  granting  a temporary 
commission,  which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  the  next  session 
of  the  Legislature. 

Sec.  15.  There  shall  be  a Seal  of  this  State,  which  shall  be 
kept  by  the  Governor  and  used  by  him  officially,  and  shall  be 
called  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

Sec.  16.  All  grants  and  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  be  sealed  with 
State  seal,  and  signed  by  the  Governor. 


EC.  17.  A Secretary  of  State  shall  be  appointed  by  joint  vote 
the  General  Assembly,  and  commmissioned  during  the 
term  of  four  years;  he  shall  keep  a fair  register  of  all  the  offi- 
cial acts  and  proceedings  of  the  Governor,  and  shall,  when 
required,  lay  the  same  and  all  jnipers,  minutes,  and  vouchers 
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relative  thereto  before  the  General  Assembly ; and  shall  per- 
form such  other  duties  as  shall  be  enjoined  by  law. 

Sec.  18.  Every  bill  which  may  pass  both  Houses  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  shall,  before  it  becomes  a law,  be  presented  to 
the  Governor  for  his  signature.  If  he  approve,  he  shall  sign 
it,  and  the  same  shall  become  a law ; but  if  he  refuse  to  sign 
it,  he  shall  return  it,  with  his  objections  thereto  in  writing,  to 
the  House  in  which  it  originated,  and  said  House  shall  cause 
said  objections  to  be  entered  at  large  upon  its  journal,  and 
proceed  to  reconsider  the  bill.  If,  after  such  reconsideration, 
a majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  that  House  shall  agree 
to  pass  the  bill,  notwithstanding  the  objections  of  the  Execu- 
tive, it  shall  be  sent,  with  said  objections,  to  the  other  House, 
by  which  it  shall  be  likewise  reconsidered.  If  approved  by  a 
majority  of  the  whole  number  elected  to  that  House,  it  shall 
become  a law.  The  votes  of  both  Houses  shall  be  determined 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names  of -all  the  members  voting 
for  or  against  the  bill  shall  be  entered  upon  the  journals  of 
their  respective  Houses.  If  the  Governor  shall  fail  to  return 
any  bill,  with  his  objections,  within  five  days  (Sundays  ex- 
cepted) after  it  shall  have  been  presented  to  him,  the  same 
shall  become  a law  without  his  signature,  unless  the  General 
Assembly  by  its  adjournment  prevents  its  return,  in  which 
case  it  shall  not  become  a law.  Every  joint  resolution  or  order 
(except  on  questions  of  adjournment)  shall  likewise  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Governor  for  his  signature,  and  before  it  shall 
take  effect  shall  receive  his  signature ; and,  on  being  disap- 
proved by  him,  shall  in  like  manner  be  returned  with  his  ob- 
jections; and  the  same,  before  it  shall  take  effect,  shall  be  re- 
passed by  a majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  both 
Houses,  in  the  manner  and  according  to  the  rples  prescribed 
in  case  of  a bill. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Elections. 

■ Section  1.  Every  male  person  of  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  being  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  a resident  of 
this  State  for  twelve  months,  and  of  the  county  wherein  he 
may  offer  his  vote  for  six  months  next  preceding  the  day  of 
election,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  members  of  the  General 
Assembly,  and  other  civil  officers  for  the  county  or  district  in 
which  he  resides;  and  there  shall  be  no  qualification  attached 
to  the  right  of  suffrage,  except  that  each  voter  shall  give  to  the 
judges  of  election  where  he  offers  to  vote  satisfactory  evidence 
that  he  has  paid  the  poll  taxes  assessed  against  him  for  such 
preceding  period  as  the  Legislature  shall  prescribe,  and  at 
such  time  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law,  without  which  his 
vote  cannot  be  received.  And  all  male  citizens  of  the  State 
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shall  be  subject  to  the  payment  of  poll  taxes  and  the  perform- 
ance of  military  duty  within  such  ages  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  law.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  enact 
laws  requiring  voters  to  vote  in  the  election  precincts  in  which 
they  reside,  and  laws  to  secure  the  freedom  of  elections  and 
the  purity  of  the  ballot-box. 

Sec.  2.  Laws  may  be  passed  excluding  from  the  right  of  suf- 
frage persons  who  may  be  convicted  of  infamous  crimes. 

Sec.  3.  Electors  shall  in  all  cases,  except  treason,  felony,  or 
breach  pf  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  or  summons 
during  their  attendance  at  elections,  and  in  going  to  and  re- 
turning from  them . 

Sec.  4.  In  all  elections  to  be  made  by  the  General  Assembly 
the  members  thereof  shall  vote  viva  voce,  and  their  votes  shall 
be  entered  on  the  journal.  All  other  elections  shall  be  by 
ballot. 

AETICLE  V. 

Impeachment. 

Section  1.  The  House  of  Eepresentatives  shall  have  the  sole 
power  of  impeachment. 

Sec.  2.  All  impeachments  .shall  be  tried  by  the  Senate. 
When  sitting  for  that  purpose  the  Senators  shall  be  upon  oath 
or  affirmation,  and  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
or  if  he  be  on  trial,  the  senior  Associate  Judge,  shall  preside 
over  them.  No  person  shall  be  convicted  without  the  concur- 
rence of  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  sworn  to  try  the  officer 
impeached. 

Sec.  3.  The  House  of  Eepresentatives  shall  elect  from  their 
own  body  three  members,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  prosecute 
impeachments.  No  impeachment  shall  be  tried  until  the  Leg- 
islature shall  have  adjourned  sine  die,  when  the  Senate  shall 
proceed  to  try  such  impeachment. 

Sec.  4.  The  Governor,  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Judges 
of  the  Inferior  Courts,  Chancellors,  Altorneys  for  the  State, 
Treasurer,  Comptroller,  and  Secretary  of  State,  shall  be  liable 
to  impeachment  whenever  they  may,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
House  of  Eepresentatives,  commit  an}'’  crime  in  their  official 
capacity  which  may  require  disqualification;  but  judgment 
shall  only  extend  to  removal  from  office  and  disqualification 
to  fill  any  office  thereafter.  The  party  shall,  nevertheless,  be 
liable  to  indictment,  trial,  judgment,  and  punishment  accord- 
ing to  law.  The  Legislature  now  has,  and  shall  continue  to 
have,  power  to  relieve  from  the  penalties  imposed  any  person 
disqualified  from  holding  office  by  the  judgment  of  a Court  of 
Impeachment.. 

Sec.  5.  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  other  civil  officers  not 
hereinbefore  mentioned,  for  crimes  and  misdemeanors  in  office, 
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shall  be  liable  to  indictment  in  such  courts  as  the  Legislature 
may  direct;  and  upon  conviction,  shall  be  removed  from  office 
by  said  court,  as  if  found  guilty  on  impeachment;  and  shall 
be  subject  to  such  other  punishment  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
law. 


Section  1.  The  judicial  power  of  this  State  shall  be  vested 
in  one  Supreme  Court,  and  in  such  Circuit,  Chancery,  and 
other  inferior  courts  as  the  Legislature  shall  from  time  to  time 
ordain  and  establish,  in  the  Judges  thereof,  and  in  Justices  of 
the  Peace.  The  Legislature  may  also  vest  such  jurisdiction  in 
corporation  courts  as  may  be  deemed  necessary.  Courts  to  be 
holden  by  Justices  of  the  Peace  may  also  be  established. 

Sec.  2.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  consist  of  five  Judges,  of 
whom  not  more  than  two  shall  reside  in  any  one  of  the  grand 
divisions  of  the  State.  The  Judges  shall  designate  one  of  their 
own  number  who  shall  preside  as  Chief  Justice.  The  concur- 
rence of  three  of  the  Judges  shall  in  every  case  be  necessary 
to  a decision.  The  jurisdiction  of  this  court  shall  be  appellate 
only,  under  such  restrictions  anti  regulations  as  may  from  time 
to  time  be  prescribed  by  law ; but  it  may  possess  such  other  ^ 
jurisdiction  as  is  now  conferred  by  law  on  the  present  Su- 
preme Couit;  said  court  shall  be  held  at  Knoxville,  Nashville, 
and  Jackson.' 

Sec.  3.  The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  be  elected 
by  the  qualified  voters  of  the  State.  The  Legislature  shall 
have  power  to  prescribe  such  rules  as  may  be  necessary  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  Section  2 of  this  Article.  Every 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  be  thirty-five  years  of  age, 
and  shall,  before  his  election,  have  been  a resident  of  the  State  / 
for  five  years.  His  term  of  service  shall  be  eight  years.  ’ } i ^ 

Sec.  4.  The  Judges  of  the  Circuit  and  Chancery  Courts,  and 
of  other  inferior  courts,  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  voters 
of  the  district  or  circuit  to  which  they  are  to  be  assigned. 
Every  Judge  of  such  courts  shall  be  thirty  years  of  age,  and 
shall,  before  his  election,  have  been  a resident  of  the  State  five 
years,  and  of  the  circuit  or  district  one  year.  His  term  of 
service  shall  be  eight  years. 

Sec.  6.  An  Attorney-General  and  Eeporter  for  the  State  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  shall 
hold  his  office  for  a term  of  eight  jmars.  An  Attorney  for  the 
State  for  any  circuit  or  district  for  which  a Judge  having  crim- 
inal jurisdiction  shall  be  provided  by  law,  shall  be  elected  by 
the  qualified  voters  of  such  circuit  or  district,  nnd  shall  hold 
his  office- for  a term  of  .eight  years,  and  shall  have  been  a resi- 
dent of  the  State  five  years,  and  of  the  circuit  or  district  one 
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year.  In  all  cases  where  the  Attorney  for  any  district  fails  or 
refuses  to  attend  and  prosecute  according  to  law,  the  Court 
shall  have  power  to  appoint  an  Attorney  pro  tempore. 

Sec.  6.  Judges  and  Attorneys  for  the  State  may  he  removed 
from  office  by  a concurrent  vote  of  both  Houses  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  each  House  voting  separately;  but  two-thirds 
of  the  members  to  which  each  House  may  be  entitled  must 
concur  in  such  vote.  The  vote  shall  be  determined  by  ayes 
and  noes,  and  the  names  of  the  members  voting  for  or  against 
the  Judge  or  Attorney  for  the  State,  together  with  the  cause  or 
causes  of  removal,  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal  of  each 
House  respectively.  The  Judge  or  Attorney  for  the  State, 
against  whom  the  Legislature  may  be  about  to  imoceed,  shall 
receive  notice  thereof,  acccompanied  with  a copy  of  the  causes 
alleged  for  his  removal,  at  least  ten  days  before  the  day  on 
which  either  House  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  act  there- 
upon. 

Sec.  7.  The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  or  inferior  courts  shall, 
at  stated  times,  receive  a compensation  for  their  services,  to  be 
ascertained  by  law,  which  shall  not  be  increased  or  diminished 
during  the  time  for  which  they  are  elected.  They  shall  not  be 
allowed  any  fees  or  perquisites  of  office,  nor  hold*  any  office  of 
trust  or  profit  under  this  State  or  the  United  States. 

Se(5i.  8.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  Circuit,  Chancery,  an d^  other 
inferior  courts,  shall  be  as  now  established  by  law,  until 
changed  by  the  Legislature. 

Sec.  9.  Judges  shall' not  charge  juries  with  respect  to  mat- 
ters of  fact,  but  may  state  the  testimony  and  declare  the  law. 

Sec.  10.  Judges  or  Justices  of  the  inferior  courts  of  law  and 
equity  shall  have  i^ower  in  all  civil  cases  to  issue  writs  of  cer-- 
tiorari,  to  remove  any  cause  or  the  transcript  of  the  record 
thereof  from  any  inferior  jurisdiction  into  such  court  of  law, 
on  sufficient  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation. 

Sec.  11.  No  Judge  of  the  Supreme  or  inferior  courts  shall 
preside  on  the  trial  of  any  cause  in  the  event  of  which  he  may 
be  interested,  or  where  either  of  the  parties  shall  be  connected 
with  him  by  affinity  or  consanguinity,  within  such  degrees  as 
may  be  prescribed  by  law,'  or  in  which  he  may  have  been  of 
counsel,  or  in  which  he  may  have  presided  in  anj^  inferior 
court,  except  by  consent  of  all  the  parties.  In  case  all  or  any 
of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  thus  be  dis(iualilied 
from  presiding  on  the  tiial  of  any  cause  or  causes,  the  Court 
or  the  Judges  thereof  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  Governor 
of  the  State,  and  he  shall  forthwith  speciall}'-  commission  the 
requisite  number  of  men  of  huv  knowledge  for  the  trial  and 
determination  thereof.  The  Legislature  may,  by  general  laws, 
make  provision  that  special  Judges  may  be  apiiointed  to  hold 
any  court  the  Judge  of  which  shall  be  unable  or  fail  to  attend 
or  sit;  or  to  hear  any  cause  in  which  the  Judge  may  be  in- 
competent. 
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Sec.  12.  All  writs  and  other  process  shall  run  in  the  name 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  bear  test  and  be  signed  by  the 
respective  Clerks.  Indictments  shall  conclude,  Against  the 
peace  and  dignity  of  the  State.” 

Sec.  13.  The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  appoint  their 
Clerks,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  six  years.  Chancellors 
shall  appoint  their  Clerks  and  Masters,  who  shall  hold  their 
offices  for  six  years.  Clerks  of  the  inferior  courts,  holden  in 
the  respective  counties  or  districts,  shall  be  elected  by  the 
qualified  voters  thereof  for  the  term  of  four  years.  Any  Clerk 
maybe  removed  from  office  for  malfeasance,  incompetencyi^-or 
neglect  of  duty,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  14.  No  fine  shall  be  laid  on  any  citizen  of  this  State  that 
shall  exceed  fifty  dollars,  unless  it  shall  be  assessed  by  a jury 
of  his  peers,  who  shall  assess  the  fine  at  the  time  they  find 
the  fact,  if  they  think  the  fine  should  be  more  than  fifty 
dollars. 

Sec.  15.  The  different  counties  of  this  State  shall  be  laid  off 
as  the  General  Assembly  may  direct  into  districts  of  conven- 
ient size,  so  that  the  whole  number  in  each  county  shall  not 
be  more  than  twenty-five,  or  four  for  eveiy  one  hundred  square 
miles.  There  shall  be  two  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  one  Con- 
stable elected  in  each  district  by  the  qualified  voters  therein, 
except  districts  including  county  towns,  which  shall  elect  three 
Justices  and  two  Constables.  The  jurisdiction  of  said  officers 
shall  be  co-extensive  with  the  county.  Justices  of  the'  Peace 
shall  be  elected  for  the  term  of  six  and  Constables  for  the  term 
of  two  years.  Upon  the  removal  of  either  of  said  officers 
from  the  district  in  which  he  was  elected,  his  office  shall  be- 
come vacant  from  the  time  of  such  removal.  Justices  of  the 
Peace  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  Governor.  The  Legisla- 
ture shall  have  power  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  an 
additional  number  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  incorporated 
towns. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

State  and  County  Officers. 

Section  1.  There  shall  be  elected  in  each  county,  by  the 
qualified  voters  therein,  one  Sheriff,  one  Trustee,  one  Register  ; 
the  Sheriff  and  Trustee  for  two  years  and  the  Register  for  four 
years ; but  no  person  Shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Sheriff 
more  than  six  years  in  any  term  of  eight  years.  There  shall 
be  elected  for  each  county  by  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  one 
Coroner  and  one  Ranger,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  two 
years.  Said  officers  shall  be  removed  for  malfeasance  or  neg- 
lect of  duty,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  2.  Should  a vacancy  occur  subsequent  to  an  election  in 
the  office  of  Sheriff,  Trustee,  or  Register,  it  shall  be  filled  by 
the  Justices ; if  in  that  of  the  Clerk,  to  be  elected  by  the  peo- 
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pie,  it  shall  be  filled  by  the  courts;  and  the  person  so  ap- 
pointed shall  continue  in  office  until  his  successor  shall  be 
elected  and  qualified;  and  such  ofiice  shall  be  filled  by  the 
qualified  voters  at  the  first  election  for  any  of  the  county 
officers. 

Sec.  3.  There  shall  be  a Treasurer  or  Treasurers  and  a Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury  appointed  for  the  State  by  the  joint 
vote  of  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  who  shall  hold 
their  offices  for  two  years. 

Sec.  4.  The  election  of  all  officers  and  the  filling  of  all  va- 
cancies not  otherwise  directed  or  provided  by  this  Constitu- 
tion, shall  be  made  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  shall 
direct. 

Sec.  5.  Elections  for  judicial  and  other  civil  officers  shall  be 
held  on  the  first  Thursday  in  August,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventy,  and  forever  thereafter  on  the  first  Thursday 
in  August  next  preceding  the  expiration  of  their  respective 
terms  of  service. 

The  term  of  each  officer  so  elected  shall  be  computed  from 
the  first  day  of  September  next  succeeding  his  election.  The 
term  of  office  of  the  Governor  and  other  executive  officers 
shall  be  computed  from  the  fifteenth  of  January  next  after  the 
election  of  the  Governor.  No  appointment  or  election  to  fill 
a vacancy  shall  be  made  for  a period  extending  beyond  the 
unexpired  term.  Every  officer  shall  hold  his  office  until  his 
successor  is  elected  or  appointed  and  qualified.  No  special 
election  shall  be  held  to  fill  a vacancy  in  the  office  of  Judge  or 
District  Attorney,  but  at  the  time  herein  fixed  for  the  biennial 
election  of  civil  officers.  And  such  vacancy  shall  be  filled  at 
the  next  biennial  election  recurring  more  than  thirty  days 
after  the  vacancy  occurs. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

n Militia. 

Section  1.  All  militia  officers  shall  be  elected  by  pei;sons 
subject  to  military  duty  within  the  bounds  of  their  several 
companies,  battalions,  regiments,  brigades,  and  divisions,  un- 
der such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  Legislature  may  from 
time  to  time  direct  and  establish. 

Sec.  2.  The  Governor  shall  appoint  the  Adjutant-general 
and  his  other  staff  officers;  the  Major-generals,  Brigadier-gen- 
erals, and  commanding  officers  of  regiments,  shall  respectively 
appoint  their  staff  officers. 

Sec.  3.  The  Legislature  shall  pass  laws  exempting  citizens 
belonging  to  any  sect  or  denomination  of  religion,  the  tenets 
of  which  are  known  to  be  opposed  to  the  bearing  of  arms, 
from  attending  private  and  general  musters. 
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ARTICLE  IX. 

Disqualifications. 

Section  1.  Whereas,  ministers  of  the  gospel  are,  hy  their 
profession,  dedicated  to  God  and  the  care  of  souls,  and  ought 
not  to  be  diverted  from  the  great  duties  of  their  functiQ^s; 
therefore,  no  minister  of  the  gospel,  or  priest  of  any  denom- 
ination whatever,  shall  be  eligible  to  a seat  in  either  House  of 
the  Legislature. 

Sec.  2.  No  p'efson  who  denies  the  being  of  God,  or  a future 
state  of  rewards  and  punishments,  shall  hold  any  office  in  the 
civil  department  of  this  State. 

Sec.  3.  Any  person  who  shall,  after  the  adoption  of  this 
Constitution,  fight  a duel,  or  knowingly  be  the  bearer  of  a 
challenge  to  fight  a duel,  or  send  or  accept  a challenge  for  that 
purpose,  or  be  an  aider  or  abettor  in  fighting  a duel,  shall  be 
deprived  of  the  right  to  hold  any  office  of  honor  or  profit  in 
this  State,  and  shall  be  punished  otherwise  in  such  manner  as 
the  Legislature  may  prescribe. 

ARTICLE  X. 

Oaths,  Bribery  op  Electors,  New  Counties. 

■ Section  1.  Ever}'- person  who  shall  be  chosen  or  appointed 
to  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  this  Constitution,  or  any 
law  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  shall,  before  entering  upon 
the  duties  thereof,  take  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of 
this  State  and  of  the  United  States  and  an  oath  of  office. 

Sec.  2.  Each  member  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives shall,  before  they  proceed  to  business,  take  an  oath  or 
affirmation  to  support  the  Constitution  of  this  State  and  of 

the  United  States,  and  also  the  following  oath:  “I, , 

do  solemnly  s}vear  (or  affirm)  that,  as  a member  of  this  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  I will,  in  all  appointments,  vote  without,  favor, 
' affection,  partiality,  or  prejudice;  and  that  I will  not  propose 
or  assent  to  any  bill,  vote,  or  resolution,  which  shall  appear  to 
me  injurious  to  the  peojole,  or  consent  to  any.  act  or  thing 
whatever  that  shall  have  a tendency  to  lessen  or  abridge  their 
rights  and  privileges,  as  declared  by  the  Constitution  of  this 
State.” 

Sec.  3.  Any  elector  who  shall  receive  any  gift  or  reward  for 
his  vote  in  meat,  drink,  money,  or  otherwise,  shall  suflfer  such 
punishment  as  the  laws  shall  direct.  And  any  person  who 
shall  directly  or  indirectl}^  give,  promise,  or  bestow  any  such 
reward  to  be  elected,  shall  thereby  be  rendered  incapable,  for 
six  years,  to  serve  in  the  office  for  which  he  was  elected,  and 
be  subject  to  such  further  punishment  as  the  Legislature  shall 
direct. 
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Sec.  4.  New  counties  may  be  established  by  the  Legislature 
to  consist  of  not  less  than  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  square 
miles,  and  which  shall  contain  a population  of  seven  hundred 
qualified  voters.  No  line  of  such  county  shall  approach  the 
court-house  of  an}^  old  county,  from  which  it  may  be  taken, 
nearer  than  eleven  miles,  nor  shall  such  old  county  be  reduced 
to  less  than  five  hundred  square  miles.  But  the  following  ex- 
ceptions are  made  to  the  foregoing  provisions,  viz. : New  coun- 
ties may  be  established  by  the  present  or  any  succeeding  Leg- 
islature out  of  the  following  territory,  to-wit:  Out  of  that  por- 
tion of  Obion  County  which  liest  west  of  low-water  mark  of 
Reel  Foot  Lake;  out  of  fractions  of  Sumner,  Macon,  and  Smith 
Counties — but  no  line  of  such  new  county  shall  approach  the 
court-house  of  Sumner  or  Smith  Counties  nearer  than  teir 
miles,  nor  include  any  part  of  Macon  County  lying  within  nine 
and  a half  miles  of  the  court-house  of  said  county ; nor  shall 
more  than  twenty  square  miles  of  Macon  county,  nor  any  part 
of  Sumnei;  county  lying  due  west  of  the  western  boundary  of 
Macon  county,  be  taken  in  the  formation  of  said  new  county ; 
out  of  fractions  of  Grainger  and  Jefferson  Counties,  but  no 
line  of  such  new  county  shall  include  any  part  of  Grainger 
County  north  of  the  Holston  River,  nor  shall  any  line  thereof 
approach  the  court-house  of  Jefferson  County  nearer  than 
eleven  miles — such  new  county  may  include  any  other  terri- 
tory which  is  not  excluded  by  any  general  provision  of  this 
Constitution;  out  of  fractions  of  Jackson  and  Overton  Coun- 
ties, but  no  line  of  such  new  county  shall  approach  the  court- 
’house  of  Jackson  or  Overton  Counties  nearer  than  ten  miles, 
nor  shall  such  county  contain  less  than  four  hundred  qualified 
voters,  nor  shall  the  area  of  either  of  the  old  counties  be  re- 
duced below  four  hundred  and  fifty  square  miles ; out  of  frac- 
tions of  Roane,  Monroe,  and  Blount  Counties,  around  the  t^wn 
of  Loudon,  but  no  line  of  such  new  county  shall  ever  approach 
the  towns  of  Maryville,  Kingston,  or  Madison ville  nearer  than 
eleven  miles,  except  that  on  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee 
River  said  lines  may  approach  as  near  as  ten  miles  to  the 
court-house  of  Roane  County.  The  counties  of  Lewis,  Cheat- 
ham, and  Sequatchie,  as  now  established  by  legislative  enact- 
ments, are  hereby  declared  to  be  constitutional  counties.  No 
part  of  Bledsoe  County  shall  be  taken  to  form  a new  county, 
or  a part  thereof,  or  be  attached  to  any  adjoining  county.  That 
portion  of  Marion  County  included  within  the  following  bound- 
aries: Beginning  on  the  .Grundy  and  Marion  County  line  at 
the  Nick-a-jack  Trace,  and  running  about  six  hundred  yards 
west  of  Ben.  Posey’s,  to  where  the  Tennessee  Coal  Railroad 
crosses  the  line,  running  thence  south-east  through  the  Pocket, 
near  William  Summers’s,  crossing  the  Battle  Creek  Gulf  at  the 
corner  of  Thomas  Wooten’s  field  ; thence  running  across  the  Lit- 
tle Gizzard  Gulf  at  Raven  Point ; thence  in  a direct  line  to  the 
bridge  crossing  the  Rig  Fiery  Gizzard;  thence  in  a direct  line 
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to  the  mouth  of  Holy  Water  Creek;  thence  up  said  creek  to 
the  Grundy  County  line,  and  thence  with  said  line  to  the  be- 
ginning, is  hereby  detached  from  Marion  County  and  attached 
to  the  county  of  Grundyr'  No  part  of  a county  shall  be  taken 
off  to  form  a new  county,  or  a part  thereof,  without  the  con- 
sent of  two-thirds  of  the  qualified  voters  in  such  part  taken 
off;  and  where  an  old  county  is  reduced  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a new  one,  the  seat  of  justice  in  said  old  county  shall 
not  be  removed  without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  nor  shall  the  seat  of  justice  of  any 
county  be  removed  without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of 
the  qualified  voters  of  the  county.  But  the  foregoing  provis- 
ion, requiring  a two-thirds  majorit)^  of  the  voters  of  a county 
to  remove  its  county  seat,  shall  not  apply  to  the  counties  of 
Obion  and  Cocke.  The  fractions  taken  from  old  counties  to 
form  new  counties,  or  taken  from  one  county  and  added  to 
another,  shall  continue  liable  for  their  ‘pro  rata  of  all  debts 
contracted  by  their  respective  counties  prior  to  the  separation, 
and  be  entitled  to  their  proportion  of  any  stocks  or  credits  be- 
longing to  such  old  counties. 

Sec.  5.  The  citizens  who  may  be  included  in  any  new  county 
shall  vote  with  the  county  or  counties  from  which  they  may 
have  been  stricken  off  for  members  of  Congress,  for  Governor, 
and  for  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  until  the  next 
apportionment  of  members  of  the  General  Assembly  after  the 
establishment  of  such  new  county. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

Miscellaneous  Provisions. 

Section  1.  All  laws  and  ordinances  now  in  force  and  use  in 
this  State,  not  inconsistent  with  this  Constitution,  shall  con- 
tinue in  force  and  use  until  they  shall  expire  or  be  altered  or 
repealed  by  the  Legislature.  But  ordinances  contained  in  any 
former  Constitution  or  schedule  thereto  are  hereby  abrogated. 

Sec.  2.  Nothing  contained  in  this  Constitution  shall  impair 
the  validity  of  any  debts  on  contracts,  or  affect  any  rights  of 
property,  or  any  suits,  actions,  rights  of  action,  or  other  pro- 
ceedings in  courts  of  justice. 

Sec.  3.  Any  amendment  or  amendments  to  this  Constitution 
may  be  proposed  in  the  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives ; 
and,  if  the  same  shall  be  agreed  to  by  a majority  of  all  the 
members,  elected  to  each  of  the  two  Houses,  such  proposed 
amendment  or  amendments  shall  be  entered  on  their  journals, 
with  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon,  and  referred  to  the  General 
Assembly  then  next  to  be  chosen ; and  shall  be  published  six 
months  previous  to  the  time  of  making  such  choice;  and  if  in 
the  General  Assembly  then  next  chosen,  as  aforesaid,  such 
proposed  amendment  or  amendments  shall  be  agreed  to  by 
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two-thirds  of  all  the  members  elected  to  each  House,  then  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly  to  submit  such  pro- 
posed amendment  or  amendments  to  the  people  in  such  man- 
ner and  at  such  time  as  the  General  Assembly  shall  prescribe. 
And  if  the  people  shall  approve  and  ratify  such  amendment 
or  amendments  by  a majority  of  all  the  citizens  of  the  State 
voting  for  Representatives  voting  in  their  favor,  such  amend- 
ment or  amendments  shall  become  a part  of  this  Constitution. 
When  any  amendment  or  amendments  to  the  Constitution 
shall  be  proposed  in  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  provisions, 
the  same  shall,  at  each  of  the  said  sessions,  be  read  three 
times  on  three  several  days  in  each  House.  The  Legislature 
shall  not  propose  amendments  to  the  Constitution  oftener  than 
once  in  six  years.  The  Legislature  shall  have  the  right  at  any 
time,  by  law,  to  submit  to  the  people  the  question  of  calling  a 
Convention  to  alter,  reform,  or  abolish  this  Constitution,  and 
when,  upon  such  submission,  a majority  of  all  the  votes  cast 
shall  be  in  favor  of  said  proposition,  then  delegates  shall  be 
chosen,  and  the  Convention  shall  assemble  in  such  mode  and 
manner  as  shall  be  prescribed.  ' 

Sec.  4.  The  Legislature  shall  have  no  power  to  grant  di- 
vorces, but  may  authorize  the  courts  of  justice  to  grant  them 
for  such  causes  as  may  be  specified  by  law ; but  such  laws  shall 
be  general  and  uniform  in  their  operation  throughout  the 
State. 

Sec.  5.  The  Legislature  shall  have  no  power  to  authorize  lot- 
teries for  any  purpose,  and  shall  pass  laws  to  prohibit  the  sale 
of  lottery  tickets  in  this  State. 

Sec.  6.  The  Legislature  shall  have  no  power  to  change  the 
names  of  persons,  or  to  pass  acts  adopting  or  legitimatizing 
persons,  but  shall,  by  general  laws,  confer  this  power  on  the 
courts. 

Sec.  7.  The  Legislature  shall  fix  the  rate  of  interest,  and  the 
rate  so  established  shall  be  equal  and  uniform  throughout  the 
State;  but  the  Legislature  may  pro^^ide  for  a conventional  rate 
of  interest,  not  to  exceed  ten  per  cent,  per  annum. 

Sec.  8.  The  Legislature  shall  have  no  power  to  suspend  any 
general  law  for  the  benefit  of  any  particular  individual,  nor  to 
pass  any  law  for  the  benefit  of  individuals  inconsistent  with 
the  general  laws  of  the  land  ; nor  to  pass  any  law  granting  to 
any  individual  or  individuals  rights,  privileges,  immunities,  or 
exemptions,  other  than  such  as  may  be,  by  the  same  law,  ex- 
tended to  any  member  of  the  community  who  may  be  able  to 
bring  himself  within  the  provisions  of  such  law.  No  corpora- 
tion shall  be  created,  or  its  powers  increased  or  diminished,  by 
special  laws,  but  the  General  Assembly  shall  provide,  by  gen- 
eral laws,  for  the  organization  of  all  corporations  hereafter 
created,  which  laws  may,  at  any  time,  be  altered  or  repealed  ; 
and  no  such  alteration  or  repeal  shall  interfere  with  or  divest 
rights  which  have  become  vested. 


132 


CONSTITUTION  OF  TENNESSEF. 


8ec.  9.  The  Legislature  shall  have  the  right  to  vest  such 
powers  iu  the  courts  of  justice  with  regard  to  private  and  local 
affairs  as  may  be  expedient. 

8ec.  10.  A well-regulated  system  of  internal  improvement  is 
calculated  to  develop  the  resources  of  the  State  and  promote 
the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  her  citizens,  therefore  it  ought 
to  be  encouraged  by  the  General  Assembl)^ 

' Sec.  1 r.  A homestead  in  the  possession  of  each  head  oLa  fam- 
ily, and  the  improvements  thereon,  to  the  value  in  all  of  one 
thousand  dollars,  shall  be  exempt  from  sale  under  legal  process 
during  the  life  of  such  head  of  a family,  to  inure  to  the  benefit 
'of  the  widoM'",  and  shall  be  exempt  during  the  minorit}'’  of 
their  children  occupying  the  same.  Nor  shall  said  property 
be  alienated  without  the  joint  consent  of  the  husband  and 
wife  when  that  relation  exists.  This  exemption  shall  not  op- 
erate against  public  taxes,  or  debts  contracted  for  the  purchase 
money  of  such  homestead  or  improvements  thereon. 

Sec.  12.  Knowledge,  learning,  and  virtue,  being  essential  to 
the  preservation  of  republican  institutions,  and  the  diffusion  of 
the  oi^portunities  and  advantages  of  education  throughout  the 
different  portions  of  the  State  being  highly  conducive  to  the  pro- 
motion of  this  end,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, in  all  future  periods  of  this  government,  to  cherish  litera- 
ture and  science.  And  the  fund  called  the  common  school  fund, 
and  all  the  lands  and  proceeds  thereof,  dividends,  stocks,  and 
other  property  of  every  description  whatever,  heretofore  by  law 
appropriated  by  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  for  the  use 
of  common  schools,  aud  all  such  as  shall  hereafter  be  appro- 
priated, shall  remain  a loerpetual  fund,  the  principal  of  which 
shall  never  be  diminished  b}'^  legislative  appropriation;  and 
the  interest  thereof  shall  be  inviolably  appropriated  to  the 
support  and  encouragement  of  common  schools  throughout 
the  State,  and  for  the  equal  benefit  of  all  the  people  thereof; 
and  no  law  shall  be  made  authorizing  said  fund,  or  any  part 
thereof,  to  be  diverted  to  any  other  use  than  the  support 
and  encouragement  of  common  schools.  The  State  taxes 
derived  hereafter  from  polls  shall  be  appropriated  to  educa- 
tional purposes  in  such  manner  as  the  General  Assembly  shall 
from  time  to  time  direct  by  law.  No  school  established  or 
aided  under  this  section  shall  allow  white  and  negro  chil- 
dren to  be  received  as  scholars  together  in  the  same  school. 
The  above  provision  shall  not  prevent  the  Legislature  from 
carrying  into  effect  any  laws  that  have  been  passed  in  favor 
of  the  colleges,  universities,  or  academies,  or  from  authoriz-' 
ing  heirs  or  distributees  to  receive  and  enjoy  escheated  prop- 
erty, under  such  laws  as  may  be  passed  from  time  to  time. 

Sec.  13.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  enact 
laws  for  the  protection  and  preservation  of  game  and  fish  within 
the  State,  nnd  such  laws  may  be  enacted  for  and  applied  and 
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enforced  in  particular  counties  or  geographical  districts  desig- 
nated by  the  General  Assembly. 

Sec.  14.  The  intermarriage  of  white  persons  with  negroes, 
mulattoes,  or  persons  of  mixed  blood,  descended  from  a negro 
to  the  third  generation,  inclusive,  or  their  living  together  as 
man  and  wife,  in  this  State  is  prohibited.  The  Legislature 
shall  enforce  this  section  by  appropriate  legislation. 

Sec.  15.  No  person  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  required  to 
perform  any  service  to  the  public  on  any  day  set  apart  by  his 
religion  as  a day  of  rest. 

Sec.  16.  The  declaration  of  rights,  hereto  prefixed,  is  de- 
clared, to  be  a part  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State,  and  shall 
never  be  violated  on  any  pretense  whatever.  And  to  guard 
against  transgression  of  the  high  powers  we  have  delegated, 
we  declare  that  every  thing  in  the  Bill  of  Eights  contained  is 
excepted  out  of  the  general  powers  of  the  government,  and 
shall  forever  remain  inviolate. 

Sec.  17.  No  county  office  created  by  the  Legislature  shall  be 
filled  otherwise  than  by  the  people  or  the  County  Court. , . 
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REPRESENTATIVES 


Of  Hardin  County  in  the  Lower  House 
OF  THE  Legislature. 


f 


r 


Joel  Walker,  Representative  of  Hardin  and  Wayne  from 
1820  to  1823. 

James  Barnes,  from  1823  to  1825. 

Benjamin  Hardin,  Representative  of  Hardin,  Wayne,  Mc- 
Nairy,  Hardeman,  Fayette,  Shelby,  and  Tipton,  from  1825 
to  1827. 

Bradley  Halford,  Representative  of  Lawrence,  Wayne,  and 
Hardin,  from  1831  to  1833. 

John  Rayburn,  Representative  of  Hardin,  Hickman,  Law- 
rence, Wayne,  and  McNairy,  from  1833  to  1835. 

C.  C.  Gibbs,  from  1837  to  1839. 

C.  H.  McGinnis,  from  1839  to  1847. 

Daniel  Smith,  from  1847  to  1851. 

George  M.  Hamilton,  from  1851  to  1853. 

Con.  Broyles,  from  1853  to  1855. 

B.  G,  Brazelton,  from  1855  to  1857. 

James  T.  Carter,  from  1857  to  1859. 

D.  A.  Roberts,  from  1859  to  1§61. 

Thomas  Maxwell,  from  1865  to  1867. 

Alfred  Pitts,  from  1867  to  1869. 

W.  F.  Hinkle,  from  1869  to  1873. 

S.  W.  Riggs,  from  1873  to  1875. 

D.  W.  Herring,  Hardin  and  Decatur,  from  1875  to  1877. 

G.  W.  Haynes,  Hardin  and  Decatur,  from  1877  to  1879. 

E.  G.  Yancy,  Hardin  and  Decatur,  from  1879  to  1881. 

H.  B.  Neely,-'-  Hardin  and  Decatur,  from  1881  to  1882. 

J.  D.  Martin,  Hardin  and  Decatur,  from  1882  to  1885. 

J.  A.  Hanna,  Hardin  and  Decatur,  from  1885  to  1887. 

The  names  of  the  Representatives  of  the  county  between 
the  years  1827  and  1831,  and  between  the  years  1835  and  1837, 
are  unknown  to  us. 


■ 

‘■'Hoq.  H.  B.  Neely,  after  aerving  one  year,  died,  and  Hon.  J.  D.^Martin 


i^as  elected  to  till  oiit  tUe  uuexpired  term, 
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OFFICIAL  VOTE  OF  HARDIN  COUNTY-1884. 
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54 

9 

13 

46 

13 

46 

13 

46 

12 

47 

12 

45 

10 

67 

49 

66 

49 

66 

49 

64 

51 

58 

55 

11 

21 

67 

20 

67 

21 

67 

20 

68 

20 

68 

12 

238 

59 

235 

57 

235 

59 

233 

59 

239 

58 

13 

238 

72 

238 

72 
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72 
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72 

240 

66 

14 

37 

71 

37 

73 

37 

74 

29 

78 

35 

75 

15 

30 

81 

30 

81 

30 

81 

27 

83 

29 

83 

16 

51 

57 

50 

57 

52 

56 

50 

58 

45 

61 

Total 

Majority ... 

1546 

459 

1087 

1546 

463 

1083 

1540 

448 

1092 

1489 

364 

1025 

1497 

378 

1119 
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